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Introduction to the Voter Guide 

Church Voter Guides is an independent 501(c)(3)  faith-based nonprofit organization. We serve the public by providing objective 
research and education on matters specifically of interest to Christians, primarily through the production and distribution of 501
(c)(3)-compliant, nonpartisan voter guides. 

Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party. 

Church Voter Guides, a Chattanooga nonprofit, initially started in Colorado Springs in April of 2021. This new Voter Guide for the 
2022 Democrat Primary is being distributed electronically only, both through our interactive website and by downloadable and 
printable PDF files. We have produced one Voter Guide for each seat that is: (1) conducting an election this year, and (2) for 
which at least one candidate in that election answered our Questionnaire. Our Voter Guides are being promoted through a wide
-ranging network of area churches, faith-based non-profit organizations, mainstream and social media, and other means. 

The purpose of our Voter Guides is to educate and inform voters of each candidate’s positions on a variety of policy issues that 
they are likely to address if elected. As a Voter Guide designed to be distributed through Churches, we ask the candidates 
questions on topics that are of utmost interest to the Christian voter. 
 

How to Get the Most Benefit from this Voter Guide 

 

The core information in this Voter Guide comes directly from the County Primary Elections  candidates themselves.    We asked 
them questions, they answered (with a 120 word limit), and we have published their responses here. In order to understand and 
and utilize this information to the fullest, so that you may vote in the most informed way, we suggest the following: 

1. Pray and ask the Almighty for discernment. The Kingdom of God is all about truth, while politics is a system 
fraught with compromise. Make sure you consider the candidates’ answers with a Heavenly mindset. 

2. Ask yourself, “Did the candidate actually answer the question, or rather side-step it, or give a fluff, wishy-washy, 
and/or ‘political’ type answer that leaves you not really knowing where he/she truly stands on the issue?” 

3. Learn more about the candidates running for County Commission Dist. 11 including their positions on issues we did 
not cover in our questionnaire, by visiting their official campaign websites (if they have one.) The website URL for 
each candidate is listed in the Voter Guide. 

4. Educate yourself more about the Christian/Biblical perspective regarding many of the subjects covered in our 
Voter Guide by reading topical articles on our website: www.VoteChattanooga.org  

5. Use search engines to find additional information about each candidate, including written articles and videos, other 
voter guides, and even voting records for those who have served in public office before. You may even want to 
watch online recordings of  the local County Commission Dist. 11 meetings to see how incumbents conduct 
themselves and vote. 

6. Reach out to the candidates themselves through the provided email addresses and other means, in order to ask 
them questions of personal importance to you. Please make sure to show great respect toward each candidate 
and his/her time, especially to those with whom you disagree. Running for office is hard, stressful, time-
consuming work, and these are your fellow citizens who have lives, families, jobs…and feelings (just like you!) 
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What makes a Voter Guide 501 (c)(3) - Compliant and Nonpartisan? 

Federal tax law permits nonprofit 501(c)(3)  organizations to develop and distribute materials about political 
candidates’ positions on issues, in order to educate voters impartially and on a nonpartisan basis; meaning that it 
is free from party affiliation, bias, or designation. The IRS states that 501 (c)(3)  organizations may conduct any 
range of activities to promote voter participation and educate voters so long as it is nonpartisan. But, 501(c)(3) 
organizations are explicitly prohibited from supporting or opposing candidates for public office. 

 

Some of the activities 501(c)(3) nonprofits MAY perform: Conduct or promote voter registration; educate voters 
on the voting process; distribute nonpartisan sample ballots, candidate questionnaires, and voter guides; 
organize “get-out-the-vote” activities; encourage and help people to vote; educate the candidates on issues 
important to their organization; and continue to do issue advocacy during an election. 

 

So, first and foremost: Church Voter Guides does NOT endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or 
any political party. 

 

Second, all of our staff and volunteers are required to act in a nonpartisan manner when working for or 
representing the organization and the creation of the Voter Guide. 

 

Third, we do not edit, revise, or editorialize candidate responses to our Questionnaire. We do not even correct 
typos. Candidate answers are published verbatim, ensuring that their responses accurately represent their 
positions and perspectives on these issues. We then simply share this information through the Voter Guide, and 
you decide whom you believe to be the best candidate. 

 

To be fair and impartial, we reached out by email, text, and phone when determined necessary, to all registered 
candidates running for County Commission Dist. 11 throughout Hamilton County for their 2022 elections, inviting 
them to answer our questionnaire. Candidate information is presented in alphabetical order by last name.  If a 
Candidate did not respond at all, or did not choose to participate, or did not choose to respond to certain 
answers in the questionnaire, then it is noted where applicable. If there were not enough candidates running, 
then we did not produce a Voter Guide for that seat.  

 

                                                                                                                           ____________________________________ 
 

    Join Our Growing Grassroots Coalition of Citizens, Churches/Nonprofit Organizations, 

and Media Partners Committed to Promoting the Voter Guide throughout Our Region 
 

Let’s get the word out! 

It’s simple. Just share our website URL all around the Hamilton County region: 

     www.VoteChattanooga.org 

Tell your friends and neighbors, post on social media, and ask your Pastors to promote it to your               
congregation (we’ll even provide you /them with the announcement info and the slide deck.) 

 

Please contact us for any reason, we’d love to collaborate with you: Info@VoteChattanooga.org 

The “Small Print”: The information contained in this document is being provided for informational purposes only. It was obtained directly 

from candidates and other sources, and we have done our best to convey it to you accurately, but nothing herein has been “fact 

checked”. Utilize this Voter Guide at your own discretion. We take no responsibility for the factual nature of the content, or for publishing 

errors, etc. To the best of our knowledge, this Voter Guide is 501(c)(3)-compliant and officially nonpartisan, and thereby it does not 

support or oppose any candidate 
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County Commission | Survey Question Index 

1) County Commission's Purpose: What do you view as the purpose and role of the 

Hamilton County Commission? 

2) Candidate's Focus/Expertise/Initiatives: What are your areas of special focus and/

or expertise and what initiatives would you undertake as a Hamilton County Com-

missioner? 

3) Moral Values: Should governmental laws, ordinances, regulations, etc. follow the 

moral principles of the Ten Commandments? Why or why not? 

4) Budget: What would be your top three spending, savings, and economic develop-

ment priorities? 

5) Covid Recovery: Has the COVID situation created  problems that the Commission 

can mitigate, specifically regarding businesses, schools, healthcare systems, and 

other vital services? 

6) Life Value: Planned Parenthood is trying to reestablish itself in Hamilton County. 

What is your view of this organization? In the past they received county funding, is 

this appropriate of allocation of county funds? Why or why not? 

7) Election Process: If it is shown that the county’s voting machines have been/can be 

compromised, what actions would you take to purify the ballot box as stated in the 

Tennessee Constitution pursuant to Article IV, Section 1, Para. 2? 

8) Protecting Life: What legal means, if any, would you support to protect the most 

vulnerable in our county, including the lives of the unborn, the trafficked, the poor, 

and the elderly? 

9) Business/Jobs: How should the commission handle development of housing, zoning 

and infrastructure in northern Hamilton County? 

10) Homelessness/Vagrancy: How can the Commission address any increase in the 

homeless/vagrant population in our county in ways that best serve all Hamilton 

County residents? 

11) Constitutional Liberties: As a Commissioner, what measures will you champion 

to protect the individual Constitutional liberties of all Hamilton County residents, 

such as freedom of speech, peaceable assembly and exercise of religion? 
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Hamilton County 2022 Democrat Primary Elections Voter Guide  

(In alphabetical order) 

MOLLY BLANKENSHIP 

County Commission Dist. 11 

MONTRELL BESLEY 

SEAN NIX 
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MONTRELL BESLEY 

 

Candidate Information 

 

 

1)  County Commission's Purpose: What do you view as the purpose and role of the Hamilton County 

Commission? 

The purpose of the County Commission is to evaluate and manage county and city budgets to ensure that 

funds are allocated appropriately and effectively. The Commission also approves zoning changes and enacts 

policy to ensure that the people of Hamilton County have access to quality resources and infrastructure. 

 

2) Candidate's Focus/Expertise/Initiatives: What are your areas of special focus and/or expertise and what 

initiatives would you undertake as a Hamilton County Commissioner? 

My areas of expertise are education and public safety. I work in education daily, and I also am a co-founder 

of Lighthouse Collective, which aims to mentor youth and reduce violence in our communities. As County 

Commissioner, I would ensure that we are able to increase pay for teachers, improve infrastructure for our 

schools and roads, and improve our local economy by supporting small businesses and allocating local 

contracts to local businesses. 

Email Address: montrell@montrellbesley.com 

Occupation/Vocation: Director Of Community Engagement 

Resident of Hamilton County: 40 

Campaign Website: https://www.montrellbesley.com 

Hamilton County 2022 Primary County Commission Elections Voter Guide  |  District # 11  |  Montrell Besley 
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3) Moral Values: Should governmental laws, ordinances, regulations, etc. follow the moral principles of the 

Ten Commandments? Why or why not? 

The Ten Commandments serve as a solidified set of moral principles by which we should live our lives. 

However, governmental laws and regulations should aim to follow the principles outlined in the United 

States Constitution. 

 

4) Budget: What would be your top three spending, savings, and economic development priorities? 

As County Commissioner, my top 3 priorities for economic development would be to increase teachers’ pay, 

provide access to higher-paying jobs, and expand access to affordable housing. 

 

5) Covid Recovery: Has the COVID situation created  problems that the Commission can mitigate, 

specifically regarding businesses, schools, healthcare systems, and other vital services? 

The COVID-19 pandemic has had serious impacts on our business, schools, healthcare systems, and other 

vital services. Our teachers have been serving our students on the frontlines. Our healthcare workers have 

worked incredibly hard to serve the general public. Small businesses have had to close down and have had 

their profits negatively impacted. As the County Commissioner for District 11, I would ensure that we support 

our teachers, healthcare professionals, and small businesses to relieve the impacts of the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

 

6) Life Value: Planned Parenthood is trying to reestablish itself in Hamilton County. What is your view of 

this organization? In the past they received county funding, is this appropriate of allocation of county 

funds? Why or why not? 

Candidate Did Not Respond  
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Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party 

7) Election Process: If it is shown that the county’s voting machines have been/can be compromised, what 

actions would you take to purify the ballot box as stated in the Tennessee Constitution pursuant to Article 

IV, Section 1, Para. 2? 

As County Commissioner, I will ensure that the voting process is safe and secure. If a problem were to arise, I 

would do everything in my power to ensure that we protect our democracy here in Hamilton County. 

 

8) Protecting Life: What legal means, if any, would you support to protect the most vulnerable in our 

county, including the lives of the unborn, the trafficked, the poor, and the elderly? 

I believe that all Hamilton County residents deserve to have their rights protected. We must uplift the most 

vulnerable populations in Hamilton County by ensuring access to basic rights like healthcare, housing, and 

more. 

 

9) Business/Jobs:  How should the commission handle development of housing, zoning and infrastructure 

in northern Hamilton County? 

I believe that issues regarding housing, zoning and infrastructure in northern Hamilton County should be 

handled by listening to the residents of those areas and enacting measures that reflect the needs and wants 

of the community. 

 

10) Homelessness/Vagrancy: How can the Commission address any increase in the homeless/vagrant 

population in our county in ways that best serve all Hamilton County residents? 

As our homeless population is increasing, we should be working to expand access to affordable housing, jobs 

with livable wages, and resources for growth and success. 

 

11) Constitutional Liberties: As a Commissioner, what measures will you champion to protect the 

individual Constitutional liberties of all Hamilton County residents, such as freedom of speech, peaceable 

assembly and exercise of religion? 

I will ensure that all all Hamilton County residents' first amendment rights are protected by advocating for 

these rights on County Commission, especially if these rights are violated or hindered in any way. 
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MOLLY BLANKENSHIP 

 

Candidate Information 

 

 

1)  County Commission's Purpose: What do you view as the purpose and role of the Hamilton County 

Commission? 

The Commission’s purpose is to ensure that Hamilton County has a vibrant and thriving economy where 

residents’ concerns are heard and needs are met. To do so, the Commission plays a vital role in driving 

economic development, education, and public safety in collaboration with partners across the public, private, 

and nonprofit sectors. 

 

Email Address: Molly4D11@gmail.com 

Occupation/Vocation: Head Of People 

Resident of Hamilton County: Three and a half 

Campaign Website: https://www.Vote4Molly.com 

 

Hamilton County 2022 Primary County Commission Elections Voter Guide  |  District # 11  |  Molly Blankenship 
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Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party 

2) Candidate's Focus/Expertise/Initiatives: What are your areas of special focus and/or expertise and what 

initiatives would you undertake as a Hamilton County Commissioner? 

Much of my career has been focused on stimulating community partnerships to solve tough challenges 

surrounding education, economic development, workforce development, and diversity, equity, and inclusion. 

As County Commissioner, I would continue to place an intentional focus on these areas by advocating for and 

driving collaboration around the following initiatives:    ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT - Support Growth, 

Competitiveness, and Quality of Life in District 11      Ensure existing businesses receive support to operate 

with ease, grow and scale, and attract and retain talent.       Stimulate intentional, community-driven efforts 

to increase investment in key areas like Rossville Boulevard, Alton Park, and more.       Support economic 

development incentives that attract businesses to District 11 while also safeguarding key community 

investments in education and the like.    EQUITY - Build Inclusive Communities Where Everyone Can Afford to 

Live and Thrive      Develop better protections for renters and increase the supply of homes that low-and 

middle-income families can afford to buy.      Increase economic mobility by removing barriers to 

employment, investing in high-quality education both in and out of school, and increasing access to proven 

workforce training programs.      Eliminate harmful environments that impede our people’s prosperity by 

reducing food deserts and prioritizing environmentally conscious development.    EDUCATION - Invest in the 

Future of Hamilton County’s People and Economy      Support efforts to attract, develop, and retain high-

quality teachers.      Advocate for equity-driven investments to improve literacy outcomes, mental health 

supports, and more for all students, especially low-income and students of color.      Expand technical 

education, apprenticeships, and work-based learning to provide students a pathway to thriving wage jobs. 

 

3) Moral Values: Should governmental laws, ordinances, regulations, etc. follow the moral principles of the 

Ten Commandments? Why or why not? 

The Ten Commandments serve as a moral compass for many residents of all different backgrounds across 

Hamilton County. And while I believe fervently in the separation of church and state, I do think that some of 

the fundamental principles of the Ten Commandments—respect of personal property, protections for human 

rights, bearing true and honest witness—should be readily visible in the work of government at all levels. 

 

4) Budget: What would be your top three spending, savings, and economic development priorities? 

1. Equity-driven investment in whole-child education that provides for high-quality instruction, mental health 

supports, and other services required to bolster our public education system  2. Investment in technical 

education and training programs, like the Construction Trades Academy slated to open later this year  3. 

Creating a strategic plan for the County’s approach to economic development incentives, including TIFs, that 

increase our competitive edge while safeguarding funding streams for public education and other vital 

services 

Hamilton County 2022 Primary County Commission Elections Voter Guide  |  District # 11  |  Molly Blankenship  
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5) Covid Recovery: Has the COVID situation created  problems that the Commission can mitigate, 

specifically regarding businesses, schools, healthcare systems, and other vital services? 

The County Commission has a unique role to play in our ongoing response and recovery from COVID-19. I 

believe the Commission also bears a responsibility to respond to the environmental shifts and learnings 

spawned by the pandemic. From the allocation of federal relief funds, to providing supports for struggling 

businesses, to ensuring our County Health Department has the needed capacity to respond to the ongoing 

public health crises, the Commission can lead the way in ensuring that our community is stronger on the 

other side of the pandemic. 

 

6) Life Value: Planned Parenthood is trying to reestablish itself in Hamilton County. What is your view of 

this organization? In the past they received county funding, is this appropriate of allocation of county 

funds? Why or why not? 

Planned Parenthood provides vital health services to residents of all backgrounds in Hamilton County, 

including access to gynecological care, cancer screening, and more. So long as Planned Parenthood can 

demonstrate a strong return on investment to the Commission for its work to improve health outcomes, 

then yes, I would support funding their operation. 

 

7) Election Process: If it is shown that the county’s voting machines have been/can be compromised, what 

actions would you take to purify the ballot box as stated in the Tennessee Constitution pursuant to Article 

IV, Section 1, Para. 2? 

I would support any initiative to prevent the compromise of local elections through increased cyber security, 

new and updated voting methodology, or other well-researched and equitable solutions. 

 

8) Protecting Life: What legal means, if any, would you support to protect the most vulnerable in our 

county, including the lives of the unborn, the trafficked, the poor, and the elderly? 

If elected, I would advocate for closer partnership and greater support of critical community services like 

those provided by the Family Justice Center, the Children’s Advocacy Center, Signal Centers, and more. I 

would also work to ensure that the Commission has strong, transparent working relationships with the 

Sheriff’s Department, the District Attorney’s office, the Chattanooga Police Department, and social services 

agencies to ensure the most vulnerable in our community receive just, adequate, and effective supports. 

Finally, I believe the Commission should prioritize supporting organizations who can demonstrate an impact 

on lasting, systemic change. 
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Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party 

9) Business/Jobs:  How should the commission handle development of housing, zoning and infrastructure 

in northern Hamilton County? 

In close collaboration with residents, community organizations, and municipal government—growth in the 

northern part of the county should represent the hopes and vision of the people who call that area home. 

And across all efforts to develop north Hamilton County, I believe we should place an intentional focus on 

economic mobility—preparing and connecting residents to thriving wage jobs. And we should be prepared 

for implications like the need to increase digital equity through broadband expansion and more. 

 

10) Homelessness/Vagrancy: How can the Commission address any increase in the homeless/vagrant 

population in our county in ways that best serve all Hamilton County residents? 

In close concert with the City of Chattanooga and other key organizations, I believe the Commission should:  - 

Help expand access to housing  - Increase protections for renters  - Address barriers to security for our 

homeless community  - Promote the development and implementation of evidence-based interventions 

 

11) Constitutional Liberties: As a Commissioner, what measures will you champion to protect the 

individual Constitutional liberties of all Hamilton County residents, such as freedom of speech, peaceable 

assembly and exercise of religion? 

As Commissioner, I would embrace any opportunity to provide for and protect these fundamental liberties. 

For example, I would work closely with the Sheriff’s Department, City of Chattanooga, and others as needed 

to support peaceful demonstrations and civil discourse. I would also work to make Hamilton County a place 

with an inclusive culture where all are welcome to practice or not practice the religion of their choice. 
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SEAN NIX 

 

Candidate Information 

 

 

1)  County Commission's Purpose: What do you view as the purpose and role of the Hamilton County 

Commission? 

The purpose of the Hamilton County Commission is to facilitate the growth and development of our county, 

whose goal is to improve the quality of life for every Hamiltonian One of the many roles of the county 

commission is to ensure that we collectively are being good stewards of our public dollars, economic 

development, educational growth, and infrastructural quality that will promote business growth and 

homeownership throughout the county. 

 

Email Address: info@seannix2022.com 

Occupation/Vocation: Community Activist / Vice Chairman Of The Hamilton 

County Democratic Party 

Resident of Hamilton County: Native 

Campaign Website: https://www.seannix2022.com 
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2) Candidate's Focus/Expertise/Initiatives: What are your areas of special focus and/or expertise and what 

initiatives would you undertake as a Hamilton County Commissioner? 

I will be advocating for funding our traditional public schools. We must close the literacy and mathematical 

gaps. As a former educator, I know how critical it is for every child to receive a high-quality education that 

helps place them on an even playing field. I also want to help close the economic gaps. I am already 

advocating for developing the new Chattanooga Lookouts Stadium on the South Broad Street Corridor. When 

we develop intelligently, it brings jobs that move people from poverty to stability. With that said, I believe it 

is time for all of our county to benefit from our gig speed internet that will bring good-paying jobs. It is time 

to recruit multiple corporations from the gig... 

 

3) Moral Values: Should governmental laws, ordinances, regulations, etc. follow the moral principles of the 

Ten Commandments? Why or why not? 

Most of our basic laws are derived from the moral principles of the bible, even though we believe in the 

separation of church and state. The bible says in Romans 13:1-2: Obey the government, for God is the One 

who has put it there. There is no government anywhere that God has not placed in power. So those who 

refuse to obey the law of the land are refusing to obey God. The greatest commandment is in John 15:12 - 

This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 

 

4) Budget: What would be your top three spending, savings, and economic development priorities? 

Both of my top spending and economic development priorities work in tandem. As we all know, the minor 

league baseball commission has instructed the Chattanooga Lookouts to construct a new baseball stadium in 

Chattanooga or choose a new location for the team. I am already advocating for the new site at the old 

Whelnd Foundry – U.S. Pipe location. This redevelopment of the south broad street corridor will be the 

catalyst needed to address many issues my district faces at present. At present, Chattanooga Mayor Tim Kelly 

has already requested 28.6 Million dollars from the state to help match funds from private developers to 

start the development. As county commissioner, I will build consensus to sell a 30 million municipal... 
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5) Covid Recovery: Has the COVID situation created  problems that the Commission can mitigate, 

specifically regarding businesses, schools, healthcare systems, and other vital services? 

Before the state government usurped the power of our county mayor, local public health officials, and 

County Commission, Hamilton County was already meeting the moment of COVID-19. Our County Mayor, Jim 

Coppinger, followed the federal CDC guidelines and listened to our local public health officials. All Hamilton 

County officials at the beginning of this pandemic were doing all they could to mitigate such issues arising 

each day. When COVID-19 hit Hamilton County, I can say none of us were truly prepared, but neither was our 

state government. Our County government has a unique opportunity as we began to see the light at the end 

of this pandemic. We must be prepared for the next wave or possible new pandemic. This... 

 

6) Life Value: Planned Parenthood is trying to reestablish itself in Hamilton County. What is your view of 

this organization? In the past they received county funding, is this appropriate of allocation of county 

funds? Why or why not? 

Planned Parenthood ensures that all people meaning both men and women, have access to healthcare. 

Planned Parenthood health centers provide a wide range of preventive care services,  including birth control, 

testing and treatment for sexually transmitted infections, and cervical and other cancers screenings. Each 

year, Planned Parenthood delivers vital sexual and reproductive health care, sex education, and information 

to millions of people. As a respected leader in sex education, Planned Parenthood provides programs, 

resources, and tools in classrooms, communities, and online that help people make informed choices about 

their sexuality and relationships so that they can lead whole and healthy lives. I believe county dollars should 

be allocated to this organization are earmarked for testing and treatment for sexually transmitted... 

 

7) Election Process: If it is shown that the county’s voting machines have been/can be compromised, what 

actions would you take to purify the ballot box as stated in the Tennessee Constitution pursuant to Article 

IV, Section 1, Para. 2? 

Being a former election official at the Alton Park voting precinct, I know that our voting machines in Hamilton 

County can not be compromised. Article IV, Section 1, Paragraph 2 refers to the general assembly, not the 

local county commission or the local election commission. This “power to purify the ballot box” lies with the 

state legislature and ultimately the sectary of state who oversees our state and federal elections in 

Tennessee. Our Election Commission is responsible for those who want to vote; vote – ensuring that the 

voter has their required identification 
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8) Protecting Life: What legal means, if any, would you support to protect the most vulnerable in our 

county, including the lives of the unborn, the trafficked, the poor, and the elderly? 

In protecting the most vulnerable in our county, this is an opportunity for the County Government to begin 

working in tandem with other local municipalities such as Chattanooga, East Ridge, Red Bank, Collegedale, 

and Soddy Daisy to tackle such issues. Chattanooga has a fantastic program called Baby University that assists 

soon-to-be parents and parents in general with all of the new parenting techniques educational and health 

resources but most of all, emotional support. We have an opportunity to help assist all Hamiltonians by 

supporting and expanding this program that truly works—the more dollars spent on the front end, the fewer 

dollars to be spent on the backend building prisons and jails. We must start the investment in our youth 

well... 

 

9) Business/JobsHow should the commission handle development of housing, zoning and infrastructure in 

northern Hamilton County? 

The county needs to invest the necessary dollars to developing northern Hamilton County. We have already 

purchased the McDonald Farm that will be used to bring good-paying jobs to the county. This area of 

Hamilton County will need 21st-century infrastructure, so we will continue to grow and compete in a global 

economy. With that being said, we need to invest the dollars in our wastewater treatment to build in 

northern Hamilton County. This allows us to provide good jobs in building help and closing the wealth gap in 

the county. This will increase tax dollars revenues for the county government. It will allow us to add more job 

opportunities and amenities that will drive our local economy. Developing northern Hamilton... 

 

10) Homelessness/Vagrancy: How can the Commission address any increase in the homeless/vagrant 

population in our county in ways that best serve all Hamilton County residents? 

As I have stated before it is time for the county government to work with municipalities and agencies 

throughout hamilton county that already do this type of work. When we all collectively work together to fight 

against issues like homelessness then we truly begin to see the needle move in the right direction. 

Organizations like Room in the Inn, Chattanooga Mission, Chattanooga Homeless Coalition deserve and need 

the resources to do more than just the bare minimum but to truly make lasting change. There is a high 

population of homeless veterans in district 11 and that must end. As County Commission, I will work tirelessly 

to help our homeless especially our veterans get the necessary resources to move them off... 
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11) Constitutional Liberties: As a Commissioner, what measures will you champion to protect the 

individual Constitutional liberties of all Hamilton County residents, such as freedom of speech, peaceable 

assembly and exercise of religion? 

As county commissioner is my duty to uphold the laws of both the united states constitution and state 

constitution. With that being said we must continue to protect free speech, the right to a peaceful assembly 

that was seen during the summer of 2020 on the local level. As well as the right to exercise one's religion or 

lack of religion. Though I may not personally agree with what a person says or their religious belief it is their 

constitutional right to be able to express both while also the right to protest peacefully. 
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