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Introduction to the Voter Guide 

Church Voter Guides is an independent 501(c)(3)  faith-based nonprofit organization. We serve the public by providing objective 
research and education on matters specifically of interest to Christians, primarily through the production and distribution of 501
(c)(3)-compliant, nonpartisan voter guides. 

Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party. 

Church Voter Guides, a Chattanooga nonprofit, initially started in Colorado Springs in April of 2021. This new Voter Guide for the 
2022 Republican Primary is being distributed electronically only, both through our interactive website and by downloadable and 
printable PDF files. We have produced one Voter Guide for each seat that is: (1) conducting an election this year, and (2) for 
which at least one candidate in that election answered our Questionnaire. Our Voter Guides are being promoted through a wide
-ranging network of area churches, faith-based non-profit organizations, mainstream and social media, and other means. 

The purpose of our Voter Guides is to educate and inform voters of each candidate’s positions on a variety of policy issues that 
they are likely to address if elected. As a Voter Guide designed to be distributed through Churches, we ask the candidates 
questions on topics that are of utmost interest to the Christian voter. 

 

How to Get the Most Benefit from this Voter Guide 

 

The core information in this Voter Guide comes directly from the County Primary Elections  candidates themselves.    We asked 
them questions, they answered (with a 120 word limit), and we have published their responses here. In order to understand and 
and utilize this information to the fullest, so that you may vote in the most informed way, we suggest the following: 

1. Pray and ask the Almighty for discernment. The Kingdom of God is all about truth, while politics is a system 
fraught with compromise. Make sure you consider the candidates’ answers with a Heavenly mindset. 

2. Ask yourself, “Did the candidate actually answer the question, or rather side-step it, or give a fluff, wishy-washy, 
and/or ‘political’ type answer that leaves you not really knowing where he/she truly stands on the issue?” 

3. Learn more about the candidates running for County School Board Unopposed including their positions on issues 
we did not cover in our questionnaire, by visiting their official campaign websites (if they have one.) The website 
URL for each candidate is listed in the Voter Guide. 

4. Educate yourself more about the Christian/Biblical perspective regarding many of the subjects covered in our 
Voter Guide by reading topical articles on our website: www.VoteChattanooga.org  

5. Use search engines to find additional information about each candidate, including written articles and videos, other 
voter guides, and even voting records for those who have served in public office before. You may even want to 
watch online recordings of  the local County School Board Unopposed meetings to see how incumbents conduct 
themselves and vote. 

6. Reach out to the candidates themselves through the provided email addresses and other means, in order to ask 
them questions of personal importance to you. Please make sure to show great respect toward each candidate 
and his/her time, especially to those with whom you disagree. Running for office is hard, stressful, time-
consuming work, and these are your fellow citizens who have lives, families, jobs…and feelings (just like you!) 

 



 

 02 

Independent Survey by 
 

 
 
 

 

Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party 

 What makes a Voter Guide 501 (c)(3) - Compliant and Nonpartisan? 

Federal tax law permits nonprofit 501(c)(3)  organizations to develop and distribute materials about political 
candidates’ positions on issues, in order to educate voters impartially and on a nonpartisan basis; meaning that it 
is free from party affiliation, bias, or designation. The IRS states that 501 (c)(3)  organizations may conduct any 
range of activities to promote voter participation and educate voters so long as it is nonpartisan. But, 501(c)(3) 
organizations are explicitly prohibited from supporting or opposing candidates for public office.  

 

Some of the activities 501(c)(3) nonprofits MAY perform: Conduct or promote voter registration; educate voters 
on the voting process; distribute nonpartisan sample ballots, candidate questionnaires, and voter guides; 
organize “get-out-the-vote” activities; encourage and help people to vote; educate the candidates on issues 
important to their organization; and continue to do issue advocacy during an election.  

 

So, first and foremost: Church Voter Guides does NOT endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or 
any political party. 

 

Second, all of our staff and volunteers are required to act in a nonpartisan manner when working for or 
representing the organization and the creation of the Voter Guide.  

 

Third, we do not edit, revise, or editorialize candidate responses to our Questionnaire. We do not even correct 
typos. Candidate answers are published verbatim, ensuring that their responses accurately represent their 
positions and perspectives on these issues. We then simply share this information through the Voter Guide, and 
you decide whom you believe to be the best candidate.  

 

To be fair and impartial, we reached out by email, text, and phone when determined necessary, to all registered 
candidates running for County School Board Unopposed throughout Hamilton County for their 2022 elections, 
inviting them to answer our questionnaire. Candidate information is presented in alphabetical order by last 
name.  If a Candidate did not respond at all, or did not choose to participate, or did not choose to respond to 
certain answers in the questionnaire, then it is noted where applicable. If there were not enough candidates 
running, then we did not produce a Voter Guide for that seat.  

 

                                                                                                                           ____________________________________ 
 

    Join Our Growing Grassroots Coalition of Citizens, Churches/Nonprofit Organizations, 

and Media Partners Committed to Promoting the Voter Guide throughout Our Region 
 

Let’s get the word out! 

It’s simple. Just share our website URL all around the Hamilton County region: 

     www.VoteChattanooga.org 

Tell your friends and neighbors, post on social media, and ask your Pastors to promote it to your               
congregation (we’ll even provide you /them with the announcement info and the slide deck.) 

 

Please contact us for any reason, we’d love to collaborate with you: Info@VoteChattanooga.org 

The “Small Print”: The information contained in this document is being provided for informational purposes only. It was obtained directly 

from candidates and other sources, and we have done our best to convey it to you accurately, but nothing herein has been “fact 

checked”. Utilize this Voter Guide at your own discretion. We take no responsibility for the factual nature of the content, or for publ ishing 

errors, etc. To the best of our knowledge, this Voter Guide is 501(c)(3)-compliant and officially nonpartisan, and thereby it does not 

support or oppose any candidate 
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Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party 

County School Board | Survey Question Index 

1) School Board's Purpose: What do you view as the purpose and role of the Hamilton 

County School Board? 

2) Candidate's Focus/Expertise/Initiatives: What are your areas of special focus and/

or expertise and what top three initiatives would you undertake as a Hamilton 

County School Board Member? 

3) Moral Values: Should governmental laws, ordinances, regulations, etc. follow the 

moral principles of the Ten Commandments? Why or why not? 

4) Vision: What is your plan to get our schools back to the basics and fundamentals of 

public education? 

5) Budget: With 64% of taxpayer's money goes to education in Hamilton County. About 

1/3 of 3rd to 8th graders are able to read at grade level. Without raising the budget, 

what is your solution to improving reading levels? 

6) Parental Rights: What is the best way to involve parents in the student's education? 

Who do you believe is the most important stakeholder in a student's education? 

7) COVID Protocol: What is your position on school vax requirements, testing, contact 

tracing, masking and quarantines in the schools? 

8) CRT: What is your position for a curriculum that incorporates the teaching of 

diversity, equity and inclusion, Critical Race Theory and Social-Emotional Learning? 

9) Social-Emotional Learning/Sex Education: What is your stance of comprehensive 

sex ed, including details of LGBTQ sexual relationships being taught in schools K-12? 

What is your stance on gender neutrality, co-ed bathrooms, trans sports? 

10) Problem/Solution: What is your plan to tackle the problem with bullying, child 

sex crimes and the physical safety of our children? 

11) School Board Meetings: How can the board make greater accommodations for all 

citizens who want to participate in school board meetings, including public 

comments? 
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Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party 

Hamilton County 2022 Republican Primary Elections Voter Guide  

(In district order) 

CHARLIE PATY 

County School Board Unopposed 

JOE SMITH 

LARRY GROHN VIRGINIA ANNE MANSON 
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JOE SMITH 

Candidate Information 

 

 

1)  School Board's Purpose: What do you view as the purpose and role of the Hamilton County School 

Board? 

A school board member has 2 primary responsibilities.  The first is to supervise and evaluate one employee, 

the Superintendent.  Secondly, a school board member is responsible for setting policy for the entire school 

system which includes  the annual operating budget. 

Email Address: ddkjoesmith@gmail.com 

Occupation/Vocation: Ex Dir Prison Prevention Ministries 

Resident of Hamilton County: 68 years 

Campaign Website: https://www.facebook.com/JoeSmithD3Schoolboard 

Hamilton County 2022 Primary School Board Elections Voter Guide  |  District # 3  |  Joe Smith 
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Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party 

2) Candidate's Focus/Expertise/Initiatives: What are your areas of special focus and/or expertise and what 

top three initiatives would you undertake as a Hamilton County School Board Member?  

I have been married for 46 years and have 2 grown children, raised 19 foster children and have 8 

grandchildren.  After a 25 year career at the YMCA serving as the Executive Director for programs for at risk 

youth,  I now serve as Executive Director of Prison Prevention Ministries.  I am a youth counselor, coach and 

mentor.  I am a member of Abba's House in Hixson and a number of civic organizations to include the Hixson 

Kiwanis Club and Friends of Hixson. My top 3 initiatives are 1. raising the achievement levels of all students  

2. being a good policymaker for the 6,000 people who work for the school system 3. transparency to 

taxpayers in demonstrating we are spending their money efficiently. 

 

3) Moral Values: Should governmental laws, ordinances, regulations, etc. follow the moral principles of the 

Ten Commandments? Why or why not? 

As a wise man once said, "The main things are the plain things, and the plain things are the main things." You 

CANNOT legislate morality.  For me and my family, we believe strongly and follow judao beliefs.  

 

4) Vision: What is your plan to get our schools back to the basics and fundamentals of public education?  

I recommend combining old school wisdom with new school technologies.  We know instructional strategies 

that work.  We need to make sure we don't throw out the baby with the bath water.  If great things are 

already happening in our schools and classrooms and you throw technology at it, it is going to magnify the 

greatness.  For the past 15-20 years, we have been trying to use assessment solutions  for pedagogy 

problems.  Let's spend more time learning and less time testing.  We need to refocus and reengage in a more 

meaningful conversation around the foundation of teaching and learning.  It's all about teaching the right 

skills. 

 

5) Budget: With 64% of taxpayer's money goes to education in Hamilton County. About 1/3 of 3rd to 8th 

graders are able to read at grade level. Without raising the budget, what is your solution to improving 

reading levels? 

It is not acceptable in Hamilton County 37.5% of third graders read at grade level.  In Hamilton County we are 

now outperforming the state in this area, as statewide third graders are reading on grade level at 35%.  Prior 

to the pandemic , Hamilton County adopted a new literacy curriculum . We have experienced improvement 

even during this unprecedented time.  Our improvement is not enough. We must do better.  We need to 

make sure that our early learners are entering kindergarten prepared to learn.  Parents across Hamilton 

County must do more preparing their children as they enter Kindergarten, and then partnering with teachers 

to develop a love for reading at very early ages.  If a student cannot read, they cannot learn.  

 

Hamilton County 2022 Primary School Board Elections Voter Guide  |  District # 3  |  Joe Smith 
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Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party 

6) Parental Rights: What is the best way to involve parents in the student's education? Who do you believe 

is the most important stakeholder in a student's education?  

The most important relationship in every students life, second only to the parent is the classroom teacher.  

However, we cannot expect our teachers to be the parent, the nurse, the social worker, the counselor, and 

the disciplinarian.  I believe that the biggest reason that many of our students in  Hamilton County 

underperform is due to dysfunctional parenting and problems in the home.  The educators job is to educate. 

The parents job is to parent. 

 

7) COVID Protocol: What is your position on school vax requirements, testing, contact tracing, masking and 

quarantines in the schools? 

The entire pandemic was a frustrating and often confusing time because of the information we were given 

was at times conflicting and all over the place.  I always felt like masking a child should be left up to the 

parent.  Wherever ones ideology may have been to the Covid response, you were able to find the data to 

back up whatever your claims may have been.  I experienced first hand the damage done to our young 

people by closing schools, quarantining students, and mandating masks.  If we are ever faced with those 

kinds of decisions again, I am personally all about parental choice.  

 

8) CRT: What is your position for a curriculum that incorporates the teaching of diversity, equity and 

inclusion, Critical Race Theory and Social-Emotional Learning? 

At it's core, CRT segregates people into 2 main categories, Oppressors  or victims.  We can all agree that 

racism and discrimination are wrong and have no place in public education in Hamilton County. However, 

CRT is nothing more than racially motivated propaganda and has no place in our education system either.  

 

9) Social-Emotional Learning/Sex EducationWhat is your stance of comprehensive sex ed, including details 

of LGBTQ sexual relationships being taught in schools K-12? What is your stance on gender neutrality, co-

ed bathrooms, trans sports? 

I am a born again follower of Jesus Christ.  I believe the Holy Bible is the infallible word of God and true cover 

to cover.  I do not want sex education taught in the public schools.  That is the parents responsibility.  I love 

all people and respect their right to make any choices about their life that they choose.  In my view, there is 

no such thing as gender neutrality, you are either male or female from birth.  Boys should go to boys 

bathrooms and girls should go to girls.  Athletes should compete with other athletes that are their same birth 

sex. 

Hamilton County 2022 Primary School Board Elections Voter Guide  |  District # 3  |  Joe Smith 
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Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party 

10) Problem/Solution: What is your plan to tackle the problem with bullying, child sex crimes and the 

physical safety of our children? 

We need to do more bolder things on student safety.  There need be zero tolerance for bullying much like 

offenses such as drugs, weapons and acts of violence.  Hamilton County currently has, in place, a code of 

conduct.  We must do more to train our staff related to consistent enforcement of that code.  

 

11) School Board Meetings: How can the board make greater accommodations for all citizens who want to 

participate in school board meetings, including public comments?  

Anyone who has a desire to speak at any school board meeting, has the right to do that by simply making a 

written request.  I have asked that we, as a board, consider having improved protocols with regard to how 

this process is handled.  For example, we should consider having periodic special meetings where we allow 

parents, or any stakeholders, ample time to speak to the board and ample time for the board to respond.  

Parent input is vitally important to me as a school board member. 
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CHARLIE PATY 

 

Candidate Information 

 

 

1)  School Board's Purpose: What do you view as the purpose and role of the Hamilton County School 

Board? 

Set and Approve a yearly budget. Ensure that proper grade/age appropriate curriculum is being taught in the 

class room. Discuss and address in a calm and respectful manner in school board meetings and in one on one 

meetings, concerns which members of the community, teachers, school support staff and administrators may 

have regarding school funding, grade curriculum and content of materials being taught. Increase and improve 

programs to help and assist teacher and student's performance outcomes. Increase a better working 

relationship between the County Commission, School Board and School Administration.  

Email Address: charlesdpaty@gmail.com 

Occupation/Vocation: Attorney 

Resident of Hamilton County: 68 years 

Hamilton County 2022 Primary School Board Elections Voter Guide  |  District # 5  |  Charlie Paty 
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Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party 

 

2) Candidate's Focus/Expertise/Initiatives: What are your areas of special focus and/or expertise and what 

top three initiatives would you undertake as a Hamilton County School Board Member?  

Special Focus:  Ensure that the money budgeted for schools is going to help teachers and students to prepare 

the students for each level and the next level of the student's academic development.  1. Ensure that the 

proper grade/age appropriate curriculum and materials are being taught.  2. Provide the necessary resources 

to teachers for them in their attempts to teach students.  3. Provide necessary resources to those students 

that, for one reason or another, fall behind in their academic development to assist them to achieve grade 

level proficiency. 

 

3) Moral Values: Should governmental laws, ordinances, regulations, etc. follow the moral principles of the 

Ten Commandments? Why or why not? 

Our governmental laws, ordinances, regulations, etc. do follow some of the moral principles of the Ten 

Commandments. Our laws do not allow a person to murder, steal, lie, commit fraud, bear false witness 

without being subjected to possible criminal charges and resulting punishment upon conviction.  

 

4) Vision: What is your plan to get our schools back to the basics and fundamentals of public education?  

It must and has to start at the kindergarten and first grade through 3rd grades to increase emphasis on each 

child being able to read, write and do math.  Scientific studies have shown that there is a direct correlation 

between writing down course work and learning the material and memory retention.  Computers are being 

relied upon to much in the class room.  Computers have their place as a learning tool; but, having students 

writing down course work will in my opinion increase a child's knowledge of a subject and help the student 

retain the information. 

 

5) Budget: With 64% of taxpayer's money goes to education in Hamilton County. About 1/3 of 3rd to 8th 

graders are able to read at grade level. Without raising the budget, what is your solution to improving 

reading levels? 

I am not so sure that we can improve reading levels without budget considerations.  Tennessee ranks as one 

of the lowest states in spending on education in the nation.  Our governor and state legislators are 

attempting to address the funding issue.  However, programs could be set up for volunteers give extra help 

to those students who fall behind in their reading.  I know that students from private schools, as part of 

community service, go to different after school programs to help children with reading and math.  Couldn't 

houses of worship partner with schools in their areas to do the same?  

Hamilton County 2022 Primary School Board Elections Voter Guide  |  District # 5  |  Charlie Paty 
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Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party 

6) Parental Rights: What is the best way to involve parents in the student's education? Who do you believe 

is the most important stakeholder in a student's education?  

Before the school year begins parents should be given a syllabus for each subject that is being taught to their 

child and the source materials and contents of the source materials from which the subject will be taught.  

And, this should been done in a time frame to allow parents to address any concerns with the teacher and 

school administration before the school year begins.  The student is the most important stakeholder in a 

student's education and secondary are the parents and the community as a whole.  

 

7) COVID Protocol: What is your position on school vax requirements, testing, contact tracing, masking and 

quarantines in the schools? 

There have been vax requirements in effect for attendance in public schools for decades, long before Covid.  

That being said, it is the right of the parents, in consultation with their child's doctor, to best determine their 

child's health related decisions.  If a person, teacher or child, wants to wear a mask, that is their personal 

decision. Contact tracing has been around for years in other health related instances, but I don't believe it to 

be all that useful on a daily system wide basis. If a person is asymptomatic then they should not be in 

quarantine.  Just like if a person has the flu, shouldn't they stay home  to recover and not risk exposing 

others. 

 

8) CRT: What is your position for a curriculum that incorporates the teaching of diversity, equity and 

inclusion, Critical Race Theory and Social-Emotional Learning? 

While we are all individuals and have different life experiences, we are, under our laws, equal, we all should 

all be treated as such, and the curriculum should be taught as such.  No one ethic group should be singled out 

for unequal treatment.  The last I checked there is only one race; that is the Human Race.  CRT and S -EL have 

no place in the class room.  If parents, on their own time, outside of the school setting want their children 

about CRT and S-EL then it is up to the parents, not the schools. 

 

9) Social-Emotional Learning/Sex EducationWhat is your stance of comprehensive sex ed, including details 

of LGBTQ sexual relationships being taught in schools K-12? What is your stance on gender neutrality, co-

ed bathrooms, trans sports? 

Sex education should be focused on the scientific reproductive process.  There is no gender neutrality; males 

have one X and one Y chromosome and females have two X chromosomes. You're either male or female and 

should as such you should   use the bathroom designated as such.  There should be no trans sports.  Sexual 

relationships are not a proper subject for school curriculum.  It is the parent's responsibility to teach their 

children about sexual relationships; not the schools. 

Hamilton County 2022 Primary School Board Elections Voter Guide  |  District # 5  |  Charlie Paty 
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Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party 

10) Problem/Solution: What is your plan to tackle the problem with bullying, child sex crimes and the 

physical safety of our children? 

There should already be protocols and procedures in place to deal with bullying.  If there is not, then school 

administrators in conjunction with input from teachers and parents should develop clear, concise, step by 

step policies and procedures to deal with bullying. There are already criminal code statutes that cover sex 

crimes and how to report and then let law enforcement do their investigations and reports.  

 

11) School Board Meetings: How can the board make greater accommodations for all citizens who want to 

participate in school board meetings, including public comments?  

Just as the City of Chattanooga publishes its meeting agenda 2 weeks in advance of its meetings then so too 

can the school board.  This would allow those people who are interested to attend and prior to the meeting 

make their views and opinions known to their district representative.  Also, at the end of each meeting the 

public should be allowed a brief period of time to comment on agenda items or any other school related 

items. 
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LARRY GROHN 

 

Candidate Information 

 

 

1)  School Board's Purpose: What do you view as the purpose and role of the Hamilton County School 

Board? 

The direct supervision of the curricular activities of the district through the Superintendent.  Oversight of the 

district budget and the flow of funds into direct instructional activities.  

Email Address: elect_grohn_2022@gmail.com 

Occupation/Vocation: Retired Teacher 

Resident of Hamilton County: 2007-2017, 2020-Present 

Military Background: 

Campaign Website: 

Military Spouse 

http://ElectGrohn2022.com 

Hamilton County 2022 Primary School Board Elections Voter Guide  |  District # 8  |  Larry Grohn 
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2) Candidate's Focus/Expertise/Initiatives: What are your areas of special focus and/or expertise and what 

top three initiatives would you undertake as a Hamilton County School Board Member?  

Educator (1990-2007). Science and social studies teacher 6-12 grade. MS Ed, - Curriculum and Instruction. 

Researching multimillion dollar budgets. 

Master's Thesis, Readability of Supplemental Materials in High School.  

1) I fully support and will actively work to ensure the curriculum guidelines enacted by HB0580 in May, 2021 

and HB1944 enacted in 2022 are followed.  

2) Increase the direct the amount of funds necessary into the instruction or remediation in reading and math.  

3) To have a physical presence in the district 8 schools. I want the students to know who I am and what I do.  

 

3) Moral Values: Should governmental laws, ordinances, regulations, etc. follow the moral principles of the 

Ten Commandments? Why or why not? 

America was build upon the ideals from the Bible and the Enlightenment. I see no problem with relying upon 

the Ten Commandments to guide my personal actions, especially as an elelcted official. Most world religions 

in some form also support the idea of the commandments.   That being said, I have no desire to impose or try 

to force my beliefs on anyone. I will always be respectful of other religions and the followers of them.  

 

4) Vision: What is your plan to get our schools back to the basics and fundamentals of public education?  

First, the district’s TCAP scores show the huge negative affects of distant learning in the 2020 -2021 school 

year. The district is currently doing what I call pull-out programs which have nothing to do with our crucial 

academics need for reading or math improvement. cultural competency using the Language Arts curriculum. I 

will work to remove extraneous non-academic programs. 

Second, the EL Education K-5 program. This Language Arts curriculum needs to have a complete review by a 

select school board committee. I believe this program and the contract should be scrapped and replaced if 

necessary. 

Third, it’s obvious that some elementary schools in the district need extra financial support.  
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5) Budget: With 64% of taxpayer's money goes to education in Hamilton County. About 1/3 of 3rd to 8th 

graders are able to read at grade level. Without raising the budget, what is your solution to improving 

reading levels? 

I do not believe the proper program and approach is being used for the Language Arts curriculum. In 

addition, the entire staff of K-5 teachers need targeted training in language instruction and acquisition. My 

Master’s thesis was on readability. I am very familiar with benchmarks, goals and interventions for early 

vocabulary and comprehension. More funds must be dedicated to this effort. The District TCAP scores clearly 

shows the long-term effects ripple all the way into high school. problem is critical and should be addressed in 

the current budget talks for the 2022-2023 school year. 

 

6) Parental Rights: What is the best way to involve parents in the student's education? Who do you believe 

is the most important stakeholder in a student's education?  

This has been a constant issue for at least the last 30+ years. In many families both parents both work, some 

more than one job. Some adults had a bad educational experience and coming into school is very stressful. 

There are language issues and illegal resident issues. The district MUST develop new forms of 

accommodation for parents. Maybe the district could set aside 2 or 3 times a year to meet parents on a 

Saturday. This would need to be part of the benefits package (salaries) for teachers.  

 

7) COVID Protocol: What is your position on school vax requirements, testing, contact tracing, masking and 

quarantines in the schools? 

I believe the parent is the sole decision-maker on health issues for their family. The CoVid vaccine is totally 

different than the DPT or polio vaccines. Covid vaccines DO NOT provide immunity like the other vaccines. 

Schools do not require students to take a flu shot. Why, because the flu shot is a best guess by scientisst on 

what variation of the flu will be dominant each year. A recent broad study of the efficacy of masks concluded 

the vast majority of most masks are insufficient to prevent transmission. If we truly follow the science, we 

would never have imposed masks mandates. 
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8) CRT: What is your position for a curriculum that incorporates the teaching of diversity, equity and 

inclusion, Critical Race Theory and Social-Emotional Learning? 

Critical Race Theory, DEI and Social-Emotional Learning ideologies based primarily on Critical Theory which 

came out of the Franklin School in the 1920s-1930s. These ideologies in various degrees teach moral 

relativism, anti-family, anti-religion, social activism which is anti-establishment, anti-cultural and anti-

institution. I will work to eliminate all vestiges of these programs. The school board must be the force 

pushing for a complete refashioning of our district's curriculum. Critical Race Theory promotes divisiveness by 

separating people into small individual interest groups in a struggle for social and political power. Looking at 

our TCAP scores, the district should be laser beam focused on academics, not ideologies.  

 

9) Social-Emotional Learning/Sex EducationWhat is your stance of comprehensive sex ed, including details 

of LGBTQ sexual relationships being taught in schools K-12? What is your stance on gender neutrality, co-

ed bathrooms, trans sports? 

Ouradministration has been allowing indecency books and supplemental materials. There are groups locally 

and nationally which push an ideology which I believe the majority of the community would totally be 

supportive.  I have personal family issues with the transgender idoelogy. I beleive it has severely damaged an 

entire generation of girls. There are only two sexes and two genders. The Trans ideology seeks to destroy the 

great gains made for women's sports because of Title IX. We cannot allow this fringe movement to have any 

foothold in our schools. 

 

10) Problem/Solution: What is your plan to tackle the problem with bullying, child sex crimes and the 

physical safety of our children? 

Bullies must suffer the full consequences of their actions. They cannot be allowed back into the school and be 

able to intimidate their victims any further. The district should provide whatever counseling support it 

provides to help these individuals. Some form of In-School suspension may need to be reinstituterd in our 

schools.  I be;lieive the district should actively recruit retirees to be in the schools in their community on a 

regular basis. They need to become known by the students. They need to become more eyes and ears to 

prevent problems. They'll become mentors and develop friendships with the students. Most importantly they 

will help hold students responsible for their behavior. 
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11) School Board Meetings: How can the board make greater accommodations for all citizens who want to 

participate in school board meetings, including public comments?  

Why can't the school board have meetings through the district on Saturdays? Why can't the school board 

make itself more accessible? can't the board decide to have more than one meeting in a month?  If the board 

truly wants parental imvolvement and feel the hearbeat of the community, it must reach out to make those 

connections. We work for the people, we should go out to accommodate the people.  
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VIRGINIA ANNE MANSON 

 

Candidate Information 

 

 

1)  School Board's Purpose: What do you view as the purpose and role of the Hamilton County School 

Board? 

The job of a school board member is very straightforward. We must work together to debate and establish 

policy, approve budget requests, monitor progress, and hire a superintendent. Beyond the scope of the job, 

it is just as vital for me to speak about the unique role that each school board member has in building 

relationships within their community and working with their district commissioner as a team.  

 

Email Address: va@virginiaanne.org 

Occupation/Vocation: Secondary Education 

Resident of Hamilton County: 59 years 

Campaign Website: https://www.virginiaanne.org 
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2) Candidate's Focus/Expertise/Initiatives: What are your areas of special focus and/or expertise and what 

top three initiatives would you undertake as a Hamilton County School Board Member?  

I have spent my adult life in education. Working with administrators, teachers, and parents advocating for a 

strong educational experience for students. In my experience administrators, teachers, and parents working 

together results in the highest performing schools. A strong education is crucial to an individual's future. A 

strong educational system is crucial for our county's future.           I have been, and will be, an advocate for 

students, families, and parental involvement in our Hamilton County Schools. Focus on fundamental 

education of students not indoctrination.      Advocate for neighborhood/community schools, more local 

control.      Transparency in what is being taught in our schools and how the budget is spent.  

 

3) Moral Values: Should governmental laws, ordinances, regulations, etc. follow the moral principles of the 

Ten Commandments? Why or why not? 

Our country was founded on Judeo-Christian values. Our rights come from our Creator. The Ten 

Commandments are the basic standard of behavior for how we should live our lives as Christians. I believe 

there is nothing wrong with governmental laws, ordinances, or regulations following the moral principles of 

the Ten Commandments. Our constitution is founded on these principles and as government leaders we 

should stay true to the constitution for which we are sworn. 

 

4) Vision: What is your plan to get our schools back to the basics and fundamentals of public education?  

I will work to establish policies that create transparency in what is being taught in our community. Schools 

stand to educate our children, not to push political indoctrination. I will find ways to encourage and support 

parental engagement, which I believe is the strongest factor in pursuing fundamentals in public education. 

The focus on social agendas takes away from giving students a strong, robust education, which is a crucial 

component for a successful life. 
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5) Budget: With 64% of taxpayer's money goes to education in Hamilton County. About 1/3 of 3rd to 8th 

graders are able to read at grade level. Without raising the budget, what is your solution to improving 

reading levels? 

Low literacy rates and academic preparedness are the greatest challenges our public schools face. Our 

highest performing schools have strong partnerships between the teachers, administrators, and parents. The 

challenge is the lowest performing schools in our district have little to no parent involvement, leaving 

teachers responsible for not only teaching but providing all-encompassing support. There seems to be a 

growing trend that separates teachers, administrators, and parents. This is a disservice to teachers and 

parents, but most importantly, the students. I would work to establish policies that create open, transparent, 

dialogue about curriculum and the direction of our community schools between parents and teachers. I like 

what I have read in Governor Lee’s TISA. The resources follow the student, not the system. 

 

6) Parental Rights: What is the best way to involve parents in the student's education? Who do you believe 

is the most important stakeholder in a student's education?  

The most important stakeholders, as the guardians of their children, are parents. As I said before, the highest 

performing schools have strong parent involvement. Parents know their children better than anyone. There 

should be transparency in what our children are learning in school. I would support Governor Lee’s proposal 

in the State of the State address than mandate that parents be made aware of the materials that are 

available to students in their libraries. 

 

7) COVID Protocol: What is your position on school vax requirements, testing, contact tracing, masking and 

quarantines in the schools? 

I do not agree with mandating vaccines or masking in our schools. It is the choice of the parents to determine 

what is in the best interest of their child. From the beginning of the pandemic, children have been those at 

least risk. As far as contact tracing and quarantine, just as it has been in the past, if a child is sick, whether it is 

with Covid or any other illness, they should stay home until they are fever or symptom free. It angers me that 

school systems and states have kept our children in masks while allowing those who can vote to be maskless. 

This shows me from the beginning, this was never about safety and always about politics.  
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8) CRT: What is your position for a curriculum that incorporates the teaching of diversity, equity and 

inclusion, Critical Race Theory and Social-Emotional Learning? 

Our schools and teachers’ job are to educate our children and not to indoctrinate them. Any curriculum 

which forces our children to be hyper focused on race does a disservice to our society and opposes the 

teachings of Martin Luther King; to judge people by the content of their character and not the color of their 

skin. Our education system should be teaching our children to be critical thinkers with a firm base in writing, 

reading, and arithmetic. There must also be a full and accurate teaching of the history of our country, both 

good and bad. 

 

9) Social-Emotional Learning/Sex EducationWhat is your stance of comprehensive sex ed, including details 

of LGBTQ sexual relationships being taught in schools K-12? What is your stance on gender neutrality, co-

ed bathrooms, trans sports? 

Conversations about sexuality belong in the home with parents. Basic biology is certainly appropriate for 

schools. I believe allowing a biological male to compete against biological women is a disservice to the strides 

women have made over decades. 

 

10) Problem/Solution: What is your plan to tackle the problem with bullying, child sex crimes and the 

physical safety of our children? 

There has been a drifting away from parent involvement in their child’s school. I think parent involvement 

and focusing on fundamental education are the most significant deterrent to bullying or sexual grooming of 

our children. Community neighborhood schools where relationships are developed between teachers, 

students and parents are a deterrent as wel  

 

11) School Board Meetings: How can the board make greater accommodations for all citizens who want to 

participate in school board meetings, including public comments?  

Providing a bigger venue for the board meetings first comes to mind. School board members should work to 

keep a good relationship with open dialogue with the parents and schools in their District. As the next school 

board member, I will work to educate parents on the procedures and rules of our meetings and make myself 

available to parents and their concerns to communicate these issues with fellow board members and central 

staff. 
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