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Introduction to the Voter Guide 

Church Voter Guides is an independent 501(c)(3)  faith-based nonprofit organization. We serve the public by providing objective 
research and education on matters specifically of interest to Christians, primarily through the production and distribution of 501
(c)(3)-compliant, nonpartisan voter guides. 

Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party. 

Church Voter Guides, a Chattanooga nonprofit, initially started in Colorado Springs in April of 2021. This new Voter Guide for the 
2022 City of Chattanooga is being distributed electronically only, both through our interactive website and by downloadable and 
printable PDF files. We have produced one Voter Guide for each seat that is: (1) conducting an election this year, and (2) for 
which at least one candidate in that election answered our Questionnaire. Our Voter Guides are being promoted through a wide
-ranging network of area churches, faith-based non-profit organizations, mainstream and social media, and other means. 

The purpose of our Voter Guides is to educate and inform voters of each candidate’s positions on a variety of policy issues that 
they are likely to address if elected. As a Voter Guide designed to be distributed through Churches, we ask the candidates 
questions on topics that are of utmost interest to the Christian voter. 
 

How to Get the Most Benefit from this Voter Guide 

 

The core information in this Voter Guide comes directly from the Municipal Election candidates themselves.    We asked them 
questions, they answered (with a 120 word limit), and we have published their responses here. In order to understand and and 
utilize this information to the fullest, so that you may vote in the most informed way, we suggest the following: 

1. Pray and ask the Almighty for discernment. The Kingdom of God is all about truth, while politics is a system 
fraught with compromise. Make sure you consider the candidates’ answers with a Heavenly mindset. 

2. Ask yourself, “Did the candidate actually answer the question, or rather side-step it, or give a fluff, wishy-washy, 
and/or ‘political’ type answer that leaves you not really knowing where he/she truly stands on the issue?” 

3. Learn more about the candidates running for Chattanooga Judge Div. 1 including their positions on issues we did 
not cover in our questionnaire, by visiting their official campaign websites (if they have one.) The website URL for 
each candidate is listed in the Voter Guide. 

4. Educate yourself more about the Christian/Biblical perspective regarding many of the subjects covered in our 
Voter Guide by reading topical articles on our website: www.VoteChattanooga.org  

5. Use search engines to find additional information about each candidate, including written articles and videos, other 
voter guides, and even voting records for those who have served in public office before. You may even want to 
watch online recordings of  the local Chattanooga Judge Div. 1 meetings to see how incumbents conduct themselves 
and vote. 

6. Reach out to the candidates themselves through the provided email addresses and other means, in order to ask 
them questions of personal importance to you. Please make sure to show great respect toward each candidate 
and his/her time, especially to those with whom you disagree. Running for office is hard, stressful, time-
consuming work, and these are your fellow citizens who have lives, families, jobs…and feelings (just like you!) 

 



 

 02 

Independent Survey by 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party 

 

What makes a Voter Guide 501 (c)(3) - Compliant and Nonpartisan? 

Federal tax law permits nonprofit 501(c)(3)  organizations to develop and distribute materials about political 
candidates’ positions on issues, in order to educate voters impartially and on a nonpartisan basis; meaning that it 
is free from party affiliation, bias, or designation. The IRS states that 501 (c)(3)  organizations may conduct any 
range of activities to promote voter participation and educate voters so long as it is nonpartisan. But, 501(c)(3) 
organizations are explicitly prohibited from supporting or opposing candidates for public office. 

 

Some of the activities 501(c)(3) nonprofits MAY perform: Conduct or promote voter registration; educate voters 
on the voting process; distribute nonpartisan sample ballots, candidate questionnaires, and voter guides; 
organize “get-out-the-vote” activities; encourage and help people to vote; educate the candidates on issues 
important to their organization; and continue to do issue advocacy during an election. 

 

So, first and foremost: Church Voter Guides does NOT endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or 
any political party. 

 

Second, all of our staff and volunteers are required to act in a nonpartisan manner when working for or 
representing the organization and the creation of the Voter Guide. 

 

Third, we do not edit, revise, or editorialize candidate responses to our Questionnaire. We do not even correct 
typos. Candidate answers are published verbatim, ensuring that their responses accurately represent their 
positions and perspectives on these issues. We then simply share this information through the Voter Guide, and 
you decide whom you believe to be the best candidate. 

 

To be fair and impartial, we reached out by email, text, and phone when determined necessary, to all registered 
candidates running for Chattanooga Judge Div. 1 throughout Hamilton County for their 2022 elections, inviting 
them to answer our questionnaire. Candidate information is presented in alphabetical order by last name.  If a 
Candidate did not respond at all, or did not choose to participate, or did not choose to respond to certain 
answers in the questionnaire, then it is noted where applicable. If there were not enough candidates running, 
then we did not produce a Voter Guide for that seat.  

 

                                                                                                                           ____________________________________ 
 

    Join Our Growing Grassroots Coalition of Citizens, Churches/Nonprofit Organizations, 

and Media Partners Committed to Promoting the Voter Guide throughout Our Region 
 

Let’s get the word out! 

It’s simple. Just share our website URL all around the Hamilton County region: 

     www.VoteChattanooga.org 

Tell your friends and neighbors, post on social media, and ask your Pastors to promote it to your               
congregation (we’ll even provide you /them with the announcement info and the slide deck.) 

 

Please contact us for any reason, we’d love to collaborate with you: Info@VoteChattanooga.org 

The “Small Print”: The information contained in this document is being provided for informational purposes only. It was obtained directly 

from candidates and other sources, and we have done our best to convey it to you accurately, but nothing herein has been “fact 

checked”. Utilize this Voter Guide at your own discretion. We take no responsibility for the factual nature of the content, or for publishing 

errors, etc. To the best of our knowledge, this Voter Guide is 501(c)(3)-compliant and officially nonpartisan, and thereby it does not 

support or oppose any candidate 
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Survey Question Index 

1) Category: Purpose of Judges 

 Question: What do you view as the purpose and role of Judges? 

 

2) Category: Candidate's Focus/Expertise/Initiatives 

Question: What are your areas of special focus and/or expertise and what initiatives would 

you undertake as a Judge? 

 

3) Category: Moral Values 

Question: Should governmental laws, ordinances, regulations, etc. follow the moral 

principles of the Ten Commandments? Why or why not? 

 

4) Category: Interaction with Personalities 

Question: How do you deal with difficult people, including peers, lawyers, their clients or 

litigants? 

 

5) Category: Legal Interpretation 

Question: How would you interpret the Constitution and the laws of the State of Tennessee 

within your jurisdiction? 

 

6) Category: Personal Challenges 

Question: For new judges, what challenges do you think you might encounter as you 

transition from a role as advocate to a new role as a judge? For incumbent judges, what have 

you learned during your term that will inform you going forward as a judge?  

 

7) Category: Venue Challenges 

Question: What challenges face the court you are running for, and how will you effectively 

overcome those challenges? 

 

8) Category: Legal Representation 

Question: If you observed a party in your courtroom being poorly represented by an 

unprepared or ineffective lawyer, how would you handle the situation?  
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Hamilton County 2022 City of Chattanooga Elections Voter Guide  

(In alphabetical order) 

Chattanooga Judge Div. 1 

SHERRY PATY BRIAN BUSH 
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BRIAN BUSH 

 

Candidate Information 

 

 

1)  Purpose of Judges: What do you view as the purpose and role of Judges? 

The purpose of a judge is to see that the rules of court procedures are followed. Further, a judge is to be 

impartial, fair, and unbiased, and follow the laws of the state, the United States Constitution and the state 

constitution. 

 

Party: Non Partisan 

Email Address: info@electbrianbush.com 

Occupation/Vocation: Attorney 

Resident of Hamilton County: 31 

Military Background: 

Campaign Website: 

Intelligence Officer/U.S. Navy Reserve/Currently Serving 

https://www.ElectBrianBush.com 

Hamilton County 2022 Judge Primary Elections  |  Chattanooga Judge Div. 1  |  Brian Bush 
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2) Candidate's Focus/Expertise/Initiatives: What are your areas of special focus and/or expertise and what 

initiatives would you undertake as a Judge? 

As a practicing attorney, I currently represent both companies and individuals across an array of civil and 

criminal defense matters. I have also had the privilege of serving as an Assistant District Attorney, prosecuting 

violent crimes and felonies, and making our community safer. Before becoming a prosecutor, I served as the 

Court Liaison for a local Christian ministry that provides alternative sentencing options for non-violent 

offenders, assisting them with securing housing, employment, and developing stable lives, reducing their 

likelihood of reoffending. These combined experiences influence my desire to take on the task of crafting a 

City Court that connects Chattanoogans to life-improving resources, when appropriate, thus promoting the 

safety and well-being of Chattanoogans through the Chattanooga City Court. 

 

3) Moral Values: Should governmental laws, ordinances, regulations, etc. follow the moral principles of the 

Ten Commandments? Why or why not? 

While the Ten Commandments were, in part, given to provide a framework for the creation of a just, ethical 

society, and establish principles that govern human relationships, our legislators' commitment to upholding 

the U.S. Constitution is crucial to the health of our democracy. Therefore, I, being a person who has sworn to 

uphold the Constitution as a military officer and attorney, cannot state that laws should follow the Ten 

Commandments, though I personally recognize the good moral principles that exist within them, and their 

lessons on how we are to treat each other. 

 

4) Interaction with Personalities: How do you deal with difficult people, including peers, lawyers, their 

clients or litigants? 

My professional and personal life experiences have taught me that patience is vital to our interactions with 

one another. As humans, we have differing opinions and experiences, and these shape how we approach 

every issue in our lives. Recognizing that, I try not to label people as "difficult;" instead, I always seek to 

understand the other person, and figure out why we see the same set of facts (or the circumstance) so 

differently. Once people feel that you understand their perspective, dialogue deepens, and you can begin to 

find common ground and reach a resolution. That is true both in legal and non-legal environments. 

 

5) Legal Interpretation: How would you interpret the Constitution and the laws of the State of Tennessee 

within your jurisdiction? 

I support a pragmatic approach to the interpretation of the U.S. Constitution, and state law, appreciating the 

real-world impact of laws by relying on “common sense," a respect for precedent, and a sense of social 

needs. 

Hamilton County 2022 Judge Primary Elections  |  Chattanooga Judge Div. 1  |  Brian Bush 
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6) Personal Challenges: For new judges, what challenges do you think you might encounter as you 

transition from a role as advocate to a new role as a judge? For incumbent judges, what have you learned 

during your term that will inform you going forward as a judge? 

As attorneys, we are required to be zealous advocates for our clients. Given that, private attorneys who 

become judges often face the challenge of losing that mentality and adapting to their new role as an 

"umpire." As an attorney who takes pride in my zealous advocacy, I likely would not be immune. However, 

like my legal colleagues who have made the transition before me, I will commit to making that transition 

from advocate to judge. 

 

7) Venue Challenges: What challenges face the court you are running for, and how will you effectively 

overcome those challenges? 

Chattanooga City Court currently fails to fulfill its' potential to promote and support the safety and well-being 

of Chattanoogans. Though it has largely become known as "traffic court," it has jurisdiction in cases involving 

any violation of the Chattanooga City Code. That said, the biggest challenge facing City Court is its' inability to 

adapt to the current needs of our city. Given its' authority, it can hear any number of the low-level, "quality 

of life" offenses that can be remedied by connecting offenders to resources that improve their personal lives, 

and our city overall, in lieu of fines. As Judge, I want to facilitate those connections through the court, and 

improve our city as a whole. 

 

8) Legal Representation: If you observed a party in your courtroom being poorly represented by an 

unprepared or ineffective lawyer, how would you handle the situation? 

Referring to my earlier response, the role of a judge is to be impartial, fair, and unbiased. Such lawyer's 

conduct is governed by the Rules of Professional Conduct, and it would not be appropriate for me to 

comment on such lawyer's courtroom performance publicly, nor ex parte. 
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SHERRY PATY 

 

Candidate Information 

 

 

 

 

We made multiple attempts to communicate with Sherry Paty; however, the Candidate did not complete the 

survey by the submission deadline. 

 

Party: Non Partisan 

Hamilton County 2022 Judge Primary Elections  |  Chattanooga Judge Div. 1  |  Sherry Paty 
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Thank You to All of Our Volunteers, Sponsors, and Media Partners who Helped 
Produce and Promote this Voter Guide! 
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Church Voter Guides Media Partners 
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Produce and Promote this Voter Guide! 

                  Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party  11 

 



Notes 

                  Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party  12 

 


