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Introduction to the Voter Guide 

Church Voter Guides is an independent 501(c)(3)  faith-based nonprofit organization. We serve the public by providing objective 
research and education on matters specifically of interest to Christians, primarily through the production and distribution of 501
(c)(3)-compliant, nonpartisan voter guides. 

Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party. 

Church Voter Guides, a Chattanooga nonprofit, initially started in Colorado Springs in April of 2021. This new Voter Guide for the 
2022 Republican Primary is being distributed electronically only, both through our interactive website and by downloadable and 
printable PDF files. We have produced one Voter Guide for each seat that is: (1) conducting an election this year, and (2) for 
which at least one candidate in that election answered our Questionnaire. Our Voter Guides are being promoted through a wide
-ranging network of area churches, faith-based non-profit organizations, mainstream and social media, and other means. 

The purpose of our Voter Guides is to educate and inform voters of each candidate’s positions on a variety of policy issues that 
they are likely to address if elected. As a Voter Guide designed to be distributed through Churches, we ask the candidates 
questions on topics that are of utmost interest to the Christian voter. 

 

How to Get the Most Benefit from this Voter Guide 

 

The core information in this Voter Guide comes directly from the County Primary Elections  candidates themselves.    We asked 
them questions, they answered (with a 120 word limit), and we have published their responses here. In order to understand and 
and utilize this information to the fullest, so that you may vote in the most informed way, we suggest the following: 

1. Pray and ask the Almighty for discernment. The Kingdom of God is all about truth, while politics is a system 
fraught with compromise. Make sure you consider the candidates’ answers with a Heavenly mindset. 

2. Ask yourself, “Did the candidate actually answer the question, or rather side-step it, or give a fluff, wishy-washy, 
and/or ‘political’ type answer that leaves you not really knowing where he/she truly stands on the issue?” 

3. Learn more about the candidates running for County Commission Dist. 1 including their positions on issues we did 
not cover in our questionnaire, by visiting their official campaign websites (if they have one.) The website URL for 
each candidate is listed in the Voter Guide. 

4. Educate yourself more about the Christian/Biblical perspective regarding many of the subjects covered in our 
Voter Guide by reading topical articles on our website: www.VoteChattanooga.org  

5. Use search engines to find additional information about each candidate, including written articles and videos, other 
voter guides, and even voting records for those who have served in public office before. You may even want to 
watch online recordings of  the local County Commission Dist. 1 meetings to see how incumbents conduct themselves 
and vote. 

6. Reach out to the candidates themselves through the provided email addresses and other means, in order to ask 
them questions of personal importance to you. Please make sure to show great respect toward each candidate 
and his/her time, especially to those with whom you disagree. Running for office is hard, stressful, time-
consuming work, and these are your fellow citizens who have lives, families, jobs…and feelings (just like you!) 
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 What makes a Voter Guide 501 (c)(3) - Compliant and Nonpartisan? 

Federal tax law permits nonprofit 501(c)(3)  organizations to develop and distribute materials about political 
candidates’ positions on issues, in order to educate voters impartially and on a nonpartisan basis; meaning that it 
is free from party affiliation, bias, or designation. The IRS states that 501 (c)(3)  organizations may conduct any 
range of activities to promote voter participation and educate voters so long as it is nonpartisan. But, 501(c)(3) 
organizations are explicitly prohibited from supporting or opposing candidates for public office.  

 

Some of the activities 501(c)(3) nonprofits MAY perform: Conduct or promote voter registration; educate voters 
on the voting process; distribute nonpartisan sample ballots, candidate questionnaires, and voter guides; 
organize “get-out-the-vote” activities; encourage and help people to vote; educate the candidates on issues 
important to their organization; and continue to do issue advocacy during an election.  

 

So, first and foremost: Church Voter Guides does NOT endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or 
any political party. 

 

Second, all of our staff and volunteers are required to act in a nonpartisan manner when working for or 
representing the organization and the creation of the Voter Guide.  

 

Third, we do not edit, revise, or editorialize candidate responses to our Questionnaire. We do not even correct 
typos. Candidate answers are published verbatim, ensuring that their responses accurately represent their 
positions and perspectives on these issues. We then simply share this information through the Voter Guide, and 
you decide whom you believe to be the best candidate.  

 

To be fair and impartial, we reached out by email, text, and phone when determined necessary, to all registered 
candidates running for County Commission Dist. 1 throughout Hamilton County for their 2022 elections, inviting 
them to answer our questionnaire. Candidate information is presented in alphabetical order by last name.  If a 
Candidate did not respond at all, or did not choose to participate, or did not choose to respond to certain 
answers in the questionnaire, then it is noted where applicable. If there were not enough candidates running, 
then we did not produce a Voter Guide for that seat.  

 

                                                                                                                           ____________________________________ 
 

    Join Our Growing Grassroots Coalition of Citizens, Churches/Nonprofit Organizations, 

and Media Partners Committed to Promoting the Voter Guide throughout Our Region 
 

Let’s get the word out! 

It’s simple. Just share our website URL all around the Hamilton County region: 

     www.VoteChattanooga.org 

Tell your friends and neighbors, post on social media, and ask your Pastors to promote it to your               
congregation (we’ll even provide you /them with the announcement info and the slide deck.) 

 

Please contact us for any reason, we’d love to collaborate with you: Info@VoteChattanooga.org 

The “Small Print”: The information contained in this document is being provided for informational purposes only. It was obtained directly 

from candidates and other sources, and we have done our best to convey it to you accurately, but nothing herein has been “fact 

checked”. Utilize this Voter Guide at your own discretion. We take no responsibility for the factual nature of the content, or for publ ishing 

errors, etc. To the best of our knowledge, this Voter Guide is 501(c)(3)-compliant and officially nonpartisan, and thereby it does not 

support or oppose any candidate 
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County Commission | Survey Question Index 

1) County Commission's Purpose: What do you view as the purpose and role of the 

Hamilton County Commission? 

2) Candidate's Focus/Expertise/Initiatives: What are your areas of special focus and/

or expertise and what initiatives would you undertake as a Hamilton County 

Commissioner? 

3) Moral Values: Should governmental laws, ordinances, regulations, etc. follow the 

moral principles of the Ten Commandments? Why or why not? 

4) Budget: What would be your top three spending, savings, and economic 

development priorities? 

5) Covid Recovery: Has the COVID situation created  problems that the Commission 

can mitigate, specifically regarding businesses, schools, healthcare systems, and 

other vital services? 

6) Life Value: Planned Parenthood is trying to reestablish itself in Hamilton County. 

What is your view of this organization? In the past they received county funding, is 

this appropriate of allocation of county funds? Why or why not? 

7) Election Process: If it is shown that the county’s voting machines have been/can be 

compromised, what actions would you take to purify the ballot box as stated in the 

Tennessee Constitution pursuant to Article IV, Section 1, Para. 2? 

8) Protecting Life: What legal means, if any, would you support to protect the most 

vulnerable in our county, including the lives of the unborn, the trafficked, the poor, 

and the elderly? 

9) Business/Jobs: How should the commission handle development of housing, zoning 

and infrastructure in northern Hamilton County? 

10) Homelessness/Vagrancy: How can the Commission address any increase in the 

homeless/vagrant population in our county in ways that best serve all Hamilton 

County residents? 

11) Constitutional Liberties: As a Commissioner, what measures will you champion to 

protect the individual Constitutional liberties of all Hamilton County residents, such 

as freedom of speech, peaceable assembly and exercise of religion? 
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Hamilton County 2022 Republican Primary Elections Voter Guide  

(In alphabetical order) 

GENE-O SHIPLEY 

County Commission Dist. 1 

RANDY FAIRBANKS 

 

STACY SWALLOWS 
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RANDY FAIRBANKS 

 

Candidate Information 

 

 

1)  County Commission's Purpose: What do you view as the purpose and role of the Hamilton County 

Commission? 

The County Commission is the legislative body of the county. Our job is to oversee and approve all 

expenditures of the county. We are tasked with making sure the citizens’ tax dollars are spent wisely. 

 

Email Address: rfairbanks@fairbankscpa.com 

Occupation/Vocation: Cpa 

Resident of Hamilton County: 65 

Campaign Website: https://www.fairbanks2022.com 

Hamilton County 2022 Primary County Commission Elections Voter Guide  |  District # 1  |  Randy Fairbanks 
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2) Candidate's Focus/Expertise/Initiatives: What are your areas of special focus and/or expertise and what 

initiatives would you undertake as a Hamilton County Commissioner?  

My expertise is in the financial area. As a CPA for 35 years, my focus on the commission is on our yearly budget 

and analyzing our expenditures. 

 

3) Moral Values: Should governmental laws, ordinances, regulations, etc. follow the moral principles of the 

Ten Commandments? Why or why not? 

Yes. If we are guided by these principles, then our actions in all dealings will be above reproach.  

 

4) Budget: What would be your top three spending, savings, and economic development priorities?  

Development of the McDonald Farm is at the top of my list. We have seen from Enterprise South what a 

benefit to the citizens of Hamilton County this would be in keeping our taxes low. Second, I would like to work 

out a way that if there is ever a tax increase, senior citizens on fixed incomes would be exempt. These citizens 

simple cannot afford more taxes. Third, I would like to explore the possibility of duplicate services in Hamilton 

County being consolidated to save the county money. Although I don’t support metro government. 

 

5) Covid Recovery: Has the COVID situation created  problems that the Commission can mitigate, specifically 

regarding businesses, schools, healthcare systems, and other vital services?  

The commission can continue to support safe practices that protects our citizens without shutting down our 

businesses and schools. Our citizens need to make a living and our children need to learn.  

 

6) Life Value: Planned Parenthood is trying to reestablish itself in Hamilton County. What is your view of this 

organization? In the past they received county funding, is this appropriate of allocation of county funds? 

Why or why not? 

I do not support Planned Parenthood. Most of what they stand for and promote are against my Christian 

beliefs. I would never support taxpayer money going to fund this organization.  

 

Hamilton County 2022 Primary County Commission Elections Voter Guide  |  District # 1  |  Randy Fairbanks 
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7) Election Process: If it is shown that the county’s voting machines have been/can be compromised, what 

actions would you take to purify the ballot box as stated in the Tennessee Constitution pursuant to Article 

IV, Section 1, Para. 2? 

The integrity of the ballot box is the key to fair and honest elections. If this process is compromised in any 

way, I would do whatever it takes to remedy the problem. This includes replacing unreliable equipment or 

processes. 

 

8) Protecting Life: What legal means, if any, would you support to protect the most vulnerable in our 

county, including the lives of the unborn, the trafficked, the poor, and the elderly?  

There are things we as commissioners can and can’t do legally. I have supported and voted for resolutions 

that have come before the commission that directly affects the vulnerable citizens of this county. I believe it 

is our duty to help the less fortunate. I also have a great relationship with our sheriff’s office. I would use that 

relationship to help as well. 

 

9) Business/JobsHow should the commission handle development of housing, zoning and infrastructure in 

northern Hamilton County? 

The county should seek and encourage development and growth. This is what keeps our taxes low. This 

growth has to be planned and controlled to not damage or infringe on anyone else ’s property. I’m very 

protective of citizens’ property rights. 

 

10) Homelessness/Vagrancy: How can the Commission address any increase in the homeless/vagrant 

population in our county in ways that best serve all Hamilton County residents?  

What used to be mainly a downtown Chattanooga problem, homelessness is now prevalent throughout 

Hamilton County. Our churches and charitable organizations have to work hand in hand to assist these 

people with the help they need to move from homelessness to being able to live a normal life.  

 

11) Constitutional Liberties: As a Commissioner, what measures will you champion to protect the 

individual Constitutional liberties of all Hamilton County residents, such as freedom of speech, peaceable 

assembly and exercise of religion? 

The best way I can protect the citizens’ rights is to speak up and stand against any actions which limits their 

freedoms that are guaranteed by the U.S. Constitution. 

 

 

 

Hamilton County 2022 Primary County Commission Elections Voter Guide  |  District # 1  |  Randy Fairbanks 



 

 09 

Independent Survey by 
 

 
 
 
 

Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party 

 
 

GENE-O SHIPLEY 

 

Candidate Information 

 

We made multiple attempts to communicate with Gene-o Shipley; however, the Candidate did not complete 

the survey by the submission deadline.  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Hamilton County 2022 Primary County Commission Elections Voter Guide  |  District # 1  |  Gene-O Shipley 
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STACY SWALLOWS 

 

Candidate Information 

 

 

1)  County Commission's Purpose: What do you view as the purpose and role of the Hamilton County 

Commission? 

The commissioners role is to be good stewards of the taxpayers money and ensure it is spent to the desires 

and interest of that particular district and overall of Hamilton County taxes. To review budgets from all 

departments and submissions from the Mayor for review. Commissioners also sit on different boards for 

more focused work or cause. Weekly meetings are held for review of such work for discussion and decision 

process for voting. I believe commissioners should be hosting regular direct district meetings in the 

community along with digital format to communicate their positions. 

Email Address: Stacy4Commissioner@epbfi.com 

Occupation/Vocation: Instructor-Tn College Applied Technology 

Resident of Hamilton County: 57 years 

Military Background: Army National Guard 

Hamilton County 2022 Primary County Commission Elections Voter Guide  |  District # 1  |  Stacy Swallows 
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2) Candidate's Focus/Expertise/Initiatives: What are your areas of special focus and/or expertise and what 

initiatives would you undertake as a Hamilton County Commissioner?  

Special focus on the development of the McDonald Farm as a multi use land development to include 

industrial, educational, agricultural, and recreational use. Long term proposal for waste water treatment 

plant and land fill requirements currently and future.  Initiative to increase public safety in areas of police, 

fire, and EMS while especially ensuring school security.  My expertise in running a business and making 

financial decisions, having worked within Hamilton County government as a paramedic for 16 years, and a 

educator within HCDE. Working directly with multiple public safety departments during that time gives me 

insight on the mechanics of government policy and procedure. 

 

3) Moral Values: Should governmental laws, ordinances, regulations, etc. follow the moral principles of the 

Ten Commandments? Why or why not? 

I as a Christian do believe our founding fathers had this phrase purposely placed within our Constitution, 

"One Nation Under God". This simple phrase gave the basis of how our government is supposed to govern its 

people and make its decisions. I believe government needs keep this in mind and apply more often when 

making decisions that may affect those core beliefs. 

 

4) Budget: What would be your top three spending, savings, and economic development priorities?  

1. Spending on infrastructure to support the development of the McDonald Farm and long term needs for 

additional sewer capacity to meet mandates currently in place and relieve restrictions for building.                 

2. I believe savings should be based upon the cost analysis of buying quality more than quantity when 

justified. Too often money is spent without a forecast of future replacement costs. This idea sometimes is 

more costly short term, but   cost effective in long term creating savings.   3. Development of the McDonald 

Farm would spur growth for the northern portion of the county in all areas and give the quickest return on 

investment due to the demand of industry needs. 

 

5) Covid Recovery: Has the COVID situation created  problems that the Commission can mitigate, 

specifically regarding businesses, schools, healthcare systems, and other vital services?  

The commission has been following guidelines set up by the CDC, though questionable at times concerning 

the effectiveness.  These guidelines have created problems socially, economically, and mentally across all 

socio-economic boundaries. Attempting to mitigate this should become more of a personal issue than a 

broad spectrum mandate. 

 

Hamilton County 2022 Primary County Commission Elections Voter Guide  |  District # 1  |  Stacy Swallows 
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6) Life Value: Planned Parenthood is trying to reestablish itself in Hamilton County. What is your view of 

this organization? In the past they received county funding, is this appropriate of allocation of county 

funds? Why or why not? 

I believe that people have a right to do with their body as they wish, but do not believe views of Planned 

Parenthood align with my beliefs. I do not see the funding for this organization.  

 

7) Election Process: If it is shown that the county’s voting machines have been/can be compromised, what 

actions would you take to purify the ballot box as stated in the Tennessee Constitution pursuant to Article 

IV, Section 1, Para. 2? 

I believe anyone can have access to voting. I think a person should be required to prove their identity to be 

able to vote and that any voting machines should not be linked to any system which could "hack" externally. 

Voting machines should be more vigorously tested and authenticated.  

 

8) Protecting Life: What legal means, if any, would you support to protect the most vulnerable in our 

county, including the lives of the unborn, the trafficked, the poor, and the elderly?  

I believe life begins with a heartbeat and should be protected like any other individual living outside the 

body.  Human trafficking should be classified as a higher level of sentencing and prosecuted at the most 

severe level and would support such. The poor and elderly are more vulnerable than others and should be 

looked upon as needing more protection and with that a more severe punishment under the letter of law.  

 

9) Business/JobsHow should the commission handle development of housing, zoning and infrastructure in 

northern Hamilton County? 

Infrastructure should be main focus before any consideration in housing development. When housing 

development is considered and zoning changed, then the affected community should have full input on type 

of request.  This has been a problem in the past for notification to residents during the "COVID" crisis and 

resulted in questionable changes. The commissioners have the opportunity to develop growth that will not 

adversely impact the environment or the citizens wishes to protect their community from over growth.  
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10) Homelessness/Vagrancy: How can the Commission address any increase in the homeless/vagrant 

population in our county in ways that best serve all Hamilton County residents?  

The county will need to look at ways beyond what the private sector can provide to the homeless in ways of 

shelter and mental health.  This has long been under funded and neglected. Some people "choose" not be 

part of society and refuse help.  This may or may not be overcome, but there must be pathways that those 

who choose to no longer live on the streets to better their lives.  This must be done in conjunction with both 

faith based organizations and mental health professionals. Temporary quarters and more social specialists 

will be needed and to be funded.  I support that measure.  

 

11) Constitutional Liberties: As a Commissioner, what measures will you champion to protect the 

individual Constitutional liberties of all Hamilton County residents, such as freedom of speech, peaceable 

assembly and exercise of religion? 

These rights are the basis of our constitution and freedom speech most importantly. I sometimes  may not 

agree with the view of other individuals, but I do recognize the rights of all.  The boundary which I draw is the 

destruction of property, violence or the intrusion upon freedom of religion. I will not turn my back on these 

liberties and the principles that I was raised to protect. I will use all means to protect these liberties while in 

office or as an individual. 
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