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Introduction to the Voter Guide 

Church Voter Guides is an independent 501(c)(3)  faith-based nonprofit organization. We serve the public by providing objective 
research and education on matters specifically of interest to Christians, primarily through the production and distribution of 501
(c)(3)-compliant, nonpartisan voter guides. 

Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party. 

Church Voter Guides, a Chattanooga nonprofit, initially started in Colorado Springs in April of 2021. This new Voter Guide for the 
2022 Republican Primary is being distributed electronically only, both through our interactive website and by downloadable and 
printable PDF files. We have produced one Voter Guide for each seat that is: (1) conducting an election this year, and (2) for 
which at least one candidate in that election answered our Questionnaire. Our Voter Guides are being promoted through a wide
-ranging network of area churches, faith-based non-profit organizations, mainstream and social media, and other means. 

The purpose of our Voter Guides is to educate and inform voters of each candidate’s positions on a variety of policy issues that 
they are likely to address if elected. As a Voter Guide designed to be distributed through Churches, we ask the candidates 
questions on topics that are of utmost interest to the Christian voter. 

 

How to Get the Most Benefit from this Voter Guide 

 

The core information in this Voter Guide comes directly from the County Primary Elections  candidates themselves.    We asked 
them questions, they answered (with a 120 word limit), and we have published their responses here. In order to understand and 
and utilize this information to the fullest, so that you may vote in the most informed way, we suggest the following: 

1. Pray and ask the Almighty for discernment. The Kingdom of God is all about truth, while politics is a system 
fraught with compromise. Make sure you consider the candidates’ answers with a Heavenly mindset. 

2. Ask yourself, “Did the candidate actually answer the question, or rather side-step it, or give a fluff, wishy-washy, 
and/or ‘political’ type answer that leaves you not really knowing where he/she truly stands on the issue?” 

3. Learn more about the candidates running for County School Board Dist. 9 including their positions on issues we did 
not cover in our questionnaire, by visiting their official campaign websites (if they have one.) The website URL for 
each candidate is listed in the Voter Guide. 

4. Educate yourself more about the Christian/Biblical perspective regarding many of the subjects covered in our 
Voter Guide by reading topical articles on our website: www.VoteChattanooga.org  

5. Use search engines to find additional information about each candidate, including written articles and videos, other 
voter guides, and even voting records for those who have served in public office before. You may even want to 
watch online recordings of  the local County School Board Dist. 9 meetings to see how incumbents conduct themselves 
and vote. 

6. Reach out to the candidates themselves through the provided email addresses and other means, in order to ask 
them questions of personal importance to you. Please make sure to show great respect toward each candidate 
and his/her time, especially to those with whom you disagree. Running for office is hard, stressful, time-
consuming work, and these are your fellow citizens who have lives, families, jobs…and feelings (just like you!) 
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Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party 

 What makes a Voter Guide 501 (c)(3) - Compliant and Nonpartisan? 

Federal tax law permits nonprofit 501(c)(3)  organizations to develop and distribute materials about political 
candidates’ positions on issues, in order to educate voters impartially and on a nonpartisan basis; meaning that it 
is free from party affiliation, bias, or designation. The IRS states that 501 (c)(3)  organizations may conduct any 
range of activities to promote voter participation and educate voters so long as it is nonpartisan. But, 501(c)(3) 
organizations are explicitly prohibited from supporting or opposing candidates for public office.  

 

Some of the activities 501(c)(3) nonprofits MAY perform: Conduct or promote voter registration; educate voters 
on the voting process; distribute nonpartisan sample ballots, candidate questionnaires, and voter guides; 
organize “get-out-the-vote” activities; encourage and help people to vote; educate the candidates on issues 
important to their organization; and continue to do issue advocacy during an election.  

 

So, first and foremost: Church Voter Guides does NOT endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or 
any political party. 

 

Second, all of our staff and volunteers are required to act in a nonpartisan manner when working for or 
representing the organization and the creation of the Voter Guide.  

 

Third, we do not edit, revise, or editorialize candidate responses to our Questionnaire. We do not even correct 
typos. Candidate answers are published verbatim, ensuring that their responses accurately represent their 
positions and perspectives on these issues. We then simply share this information through the Voter Guide, and 
you decide whom you believe to be the best candidate.  

 

To be fair and impartial, we reached out by email, text, and phone when determined necessary, to all registered 
candidates running for County School Board Dist. 9 throughout Hamilton County for their 2022 elections, inviting 
them to answer our questionnaire. Candidate information is presented in alphabetical order by last name.  If a 
Candidate did not respond at all, or did not choose to participate, or did not choose to respond to certain 
answers in the questionnaire, then it is noted where applicable. If there were not enough candidates running, 
then we did not produce a Voter Guide for that seat.  

 

                                                                                                                           ____________________________________ 
 

    Join Our Growing Grassroots Coalition of Citizens, Churches/Nonprofit Organizations, 

and Media Partners Committed to Promoting the Voter Guide throughout Our Region 
 

Let’s get the word out! 

It’s simple. Just share our website URL all around the Hamilton County region: 

     www.VoteChattanooga.org 

Tell your friends and neighbors, post on social media, and ask your Pastors to promote it to your               
congregation (we’ll even provide you /them with the announcement info and the slide deck.) 

 

Please contact us for any reason, we’d love to collaborate with you: Info@VoteChattanooga.org 

The “Small Print”: The information contained in this document is being provided for informational purposes only. It was obtained directly 

from candidates and other sources, and we have done our best to convey it to you accurately, but nothing herein has been “fact 

checked”. Utilize this Voter Guide at your own discretion. We take no responsibility for the factual nature of the content, or for publ ishing 

errors, etc. To the best of our knowledge, this Voter Guide is 501(c)(3)-compliant and officially nonpartisan, and thereby it does not 

support or oppose any candidate 
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Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party 

County School Board | Survey Question Index 

1) School Board's Purpose: What do you view as the purpose and role of the Hamilton 

County School Board? 

2) Candidate's Focus/Expertise/Initiatives: What are your areas of special focus and/

or expertise and what top three initiatives would you undertake as a Hamilton 

County School Board Member? 

3) Moral Values: Should governmental laws, ordinances, regulations, etc. follow the 

moral principles of the Ten Commandments? Why or why not? 

4) Vision: What is your plan to get our schools back to the basics and fundamentals of 

public education? 

5) Budget: With 64% of taxpayer's money goes to education in Hamilton County. About 

1/3 of 3rd to 8th graders are able to read at grade level. Without raising the budget, 

what is your solution to improving reading levels? 

6) Parental Rights: What is the best way to involve parents in the student's education? 

Who do you believe is the most important stakeholder in a student's education? 

7) COVID Protocol: What is your position on school vax requirements, testing, contact 

tracing, masking and quarantines in the schools? 

8) CRT: What is your position for a curriculum that incorporates the teaching of 

diversity, equity and inclusion, Critical Race Theory and Social-Emotional Learning? 

9) Social-Emotional Learning/Sex Education: What is your stance of comprehensive 

sex ed, including details of LGBTQ sexual relationships being taught in schools K-12? 

What is your stance on gender neutrality, co-ed bathrooms, trans sports? 

10) Problem/Solution: What is your plan to tackle the problem with bullying, child 

sex crimes and the physical safety of our children? 

11) School Board Meetings: How can the board make greater accommodations for all 

citizens who want to participate in school board meetings, including public 

comments? 



 

 05 

Independent Survey by 
 

 
 
 
 

Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party 

Hamilton County 2022 Republican Primary Elections Voter Guide  

(In alphabetical order) 

TATE SMITH 

County School Board Dist. 9 

GARY KUEHN 

JAMES WALKER 
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Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party 

 
 

GARY KUEHN 

 

Candidate Information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1)  School Board's Purpose: What do you view as the purpose and role of the Hamilton County School 

Board? 

Representing at all times the community without ties to special interest or partisan groups.  The duties of a 

board member are as follows:  1. Select, Hire, and work with the superintendent and his staff to create vision 

and goals for the school system and stateholders.  2. Determine the needed budget to address the vision and 

goals of the system while also figuring out which money should go into which programs, facilities, and 

personnel.  3. Regulating and upholding the educational laws and standards passed down from state and 

federal government hat will lead to the best and most appropriate education for the children in the system.  

 

Hamilton County 2022 Primary School Board Elections Voter Guide  |  District # 9  |  Gary Kuehn 

Email Address: garykuehnd9@gmail.com 

Occupation/Vocation: Retired Educator 

Resident of Hamilton County: 44 

Military Background: 

 

father of two that were active, one marine and one 

army. 
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Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party 

2) Candidate's Focus/Expertise/Initiatives: What are your areas of special focus and/or expertise and what 

top three initiatives would you undertake as a Hamilton County School Board Member?  

Having been in education for 39 years, my expertise has a lot to offer the system as a board member.  My 

three top initiatives are:  1. Improved and increased opportunity for early childhood literacy, especially in Pre

-K to 3rd grade.  2. Increased Vocational Education programs and schools in the Hamilton County System.  3. 

Increased opportunities for parental involvement in a child's education such as visiting schools and 

classrooms, volunteering in them, having a say in the type of assignments best suited for their child's learning 

style, and opportunities for participation on school leadership teams.  

 

3) Moral Values: Should governmental laws, ordinances, regulations, etc. follow the moral principles of the 

Ten Commandments? Why or why not? 

Our basic laws and guidelines from civilizations beginning have been based on moral principles and like the 

10 commandments.  Man y laws and guidelines are determined by the state and federal government and are 

required to be followed by a system.  If you are asking me, do I believe we should stand and say the pledge, 

including the words, "one nation under God", YES.  If you are asking me do I believe students should be 

allowed to pray in school, I believe in the time of silence at the beginning for those that want to pray to have 

the opportunity and those that don't that right also.  I believe our school rules and guidelines should follow 

the moral principles including kindness, helpfulness, truthfulness, fairness, dignity.  

 

4) Vision: What is your plan to get our schools back to the basics and fundamentals of public education?  

As a board member I would suggest and push for improved early childhood literacy.  This will help  now and 

in the future.  This push would involve more opportunities for Pre-K involvement, but also better reading 

programs in K - 3rd grades.  Math fundamentals such as times tables should be included again in the 

curriculum for younger ages so when they hit middle/high grades they can do certain math without the need 

of a calculator. There is not the need for so many different liberal art electives, but there is a need for 

Vocational Education electives and possibly before high school age.  

Hamilton County 2022 Primary School Board Elections Voter Guide  |  District # 9  |  Gary Kuehn 
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Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party 

5) Budget: With 64% of taxpayer's money goes to education in Hamilton County. About 1/3 of 3rd to 8th 

graders are able to read at grade level. Without raising the budget, what is your solution to improving 

reading levels? 

Firstly, parents (the most important teacher in a child's life) need to get more involved and set a reading 

routine at night where they read to the student or the student to them.  Next, students should take reading 

again in middle school rather than have it incorporated within their english class.  They spend more time 

writing then on reading and skills are lost.  Students again should be required to read aloud in class as 

needed and especially passages out of textbooks.  Teachers say they don't have enough time to teach reading 

so do less testing prep. such as benchmarks and add  more time for reading, especially in middle/high.  

 

6) Parental Rights: What is the best way to involve parents in the student's education? Who do you believe 

is the most important stakeholder in a student's education?  

Parents are the greatest teachers in the child’s life, teaching them right and wrong, About work and service, 

and reading, writing, and basic math. Parents should visit their child school and classroom, volunteering 

where needed And should have a say in the types of assignments their child does that best meets their 

learning style. There should be open school enrollment so that if your zone school does not have an offering 

for your child you can provide transportation to one that does, allowing the same opportunities as other 

students would have. This does not mean vouchers. 

 

7) COVID Protocol: What is your position on school vax requirements, testing, contact tracing, masking and 

quarantines in the schools? 

The state and federal government may regulate school vaccination requirements such as with mumps, 

measles, diphtheria, but right now with so little knowledge and data to support this the decision to vaccinate 

should be left up to the parent, along with the choice of wearing a mask or not for their child.  However, as in 

the past with the flu, the system should continue to determine quarantines of school closures for the safety 

of all stakeholders involved.  The system should be able to determine if masks should be worn by STAFF, not 

students, but even then, the right to vaccination or not should be left up to the individual employee.  

 

Hamilton County 2022 Primary School Board Elections Voter Guide  |  District # 9  |  Gary Kuehn 
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Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party 

8) CRT: What is your position for a curriculum that incorporates the teaching of diversity, equity and 

inclusion, Critical Race Theory and Social-Emotional Learning? 

CRT has no place in the public school system and our state has made that clear by passing a law against the 

teaching of a curriculum that centers around CRT.  This is not to say that instruction about diversity and 

inclusion should be avoided in a curriculum.  It has been taught for many years along with cultural strenghts 

and differences. Good teachers teach from different perspectives but without forcing a perspective on a 

student.  Each administrator of a school should be diligent in checking to make sure that a CRT curriculum is 

not being taught and expect feedback in return.  I will address Social Emotional Learning below.  

 

9) Social-Emotional Learning/Sex EducationWhat is your stance of comprehensive sex ed, including details 

of LGBTQ sexual relationships being taught in schools K-12? What is your stance on gender neutrality, co-

ed bathrooms, trans sports? 

State and Federal government regulate these curriculum's and what is expected and allowed in a school 

system.  At this time, Tennessee takes a stance that you are identified by your birth sex, and this is what will 

be used for school guidelines such as bathrooms and sports, etc.  I believe this is the best approach to take.  

The title in this question involves the term Social Emotional Learning and this is where many issues can be 

helped.  There needs to be SEL education in all levels of school and having the right personnel in a school is 

important to address those issues for all levels. 

 

10) Problem/Solution: What is your plan to tackle the problem with bullying, child sex crimes and the 

physical safety of our children? 

These problems mentioned in this question Segways back to SEL mentioned previously.  My plan would be as 

follows:  1. Try to increase the number of counselors and school psychologists in all schools including 

elementary schools.  The need for someone to talk with and share events or situations is very important, 

especially at a young age.  2. All schools should have a school resource office or school security officer, but 

one that has been educationally trained to help counsel as needed, not just responsible for safety.  3. 

Consistent and fair discipline guidelines should be incorporated at all levels but also locations fo all age levels, 

available for students sent out of school to prevent their learning loss.  

Hamilton County 2022 Primary School Board Elections Voter Guide  |  District # 9  |  Gary Kuehn 
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Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party 

11) School Board Meetings: How can the board make greater accommodations for all citizens who want to 

participate in school board meetings, including public comments?  

The school board could move to another location on West 40th street that has a boardroom twice the size of 

the current boardroom.  They don't have to do this everytime but for a meeting with a topic known to draw a 

crowd, it would help.  Also they should continue the 5 minute max. time and the requirement to be 

scheduled on the agenda to speak.    I don't understand what is meant by including public comments??  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Hamilton County 2022 Primary School Board Elections Voter Guide  |  District # 9  |  Gary Kuehn 
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Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

TATE SMITH 

 

Candidate Information 

 

 

1)  School Board's Purpose: What do you view as the purpose and role of the Hamilton County School 

Board? 

The purpose of the School Board is to be a governing body that represents the students, parents, and 

teachers of Hamilton County. The School Board’s role is to listen to any questions or concerns that directly 

affect the Hamilton County school system.  From those questions and concerns the board considers an action 

plan to assist or make changes. 

 

2) Candidate's Focus/Expertise/Initiatives: What are your areas of special focus and/or expertise and what 

top three initiatives would you undertake as a Hamilton County School Board Member?  

My focus is on school funding. 

Email Address: smith_tate7@live.com 

Occupation/Vocation: Service Writer 

Resident of Hamilton County: 22, parents moved from Ringgold, GA 

Campaign Website: https://www.facebook.com/TateSmithDistrict9HamCo/ 

 

Hamilton County 2022 Primary School Board Elections Voter Guide  |  District # 9  |  Tate Smith 
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Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party 

3) Moral Values: Should governmental laws, ordinances, regulations, etc. follow the moral principles of the 

Ten Commandments? Why or why not? 

No, I believe in the separation of Church and State. While I agree and value the Ten Commandments, they do 

not represent every citizen. This same stance was taken by our nation’s forefathers with the belief in 

representation for all. 

 

4) Vision: What is your plan to get our schools back to the basics and fundamentals of public education?  

Our schools are teaching lessons that are relevant to current times which is engaging to our students. While I 

agree our students must learn the basics and fundamentals, I support a curriculum that incorporates the 

teaching of diversity, equity and inclusion, and Social-Emotional Learning. 

 

5) Budget: With 64% of taxpayer's money goes to education in Hamilton County. About 1/3 of 3rd to 8th 

graders are able to read at grade level. Without raising the budget, what is your solution to improving 

reading levels? 

I believe that students should be allowed to read materials on their reading level that provides the same 

information on grade level. We cannot bridge the gap between instructional level and grade level reading 

unless we give them a chance to practice. Perhaps there could be an increase of small reading groups, which 

should include secondary level, that focuses on their reading skills. 

 

6) Parental Rights: What is the best way to involve parents in the student's education? Who do you believe 

is the most important stakeholder in a student's education?  

Students are the most important stakeholder. Parents should be involved in their child’s education which 

involves positive and consistent communication. Parents need to buy-in. 

 

7) COVID Protocol: What is your position on school vax requirements, testing, contact tracing, masking and 

quarantines in the schools? 

Student’s safety is vitally important and their parents should be the one to make decisions about their child’s 

health. Vaccine, testing, and masks do mitigate risk but shouldn’t be enforced in schools. 

Hamilton County 2022 Primary School Board Elections Voter Guide  |  District # 9  |  Tate Smith 
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Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party 

8) CRT: What is your position for a curriculum that incorporates the teaching of diversity, equity and 

inclusion, Critical Race Theory and Social-Emotional Learning? 

Our schools can benefit from incorporating material that educates our students to understand their 

classmates' cultures and how they may differ from their own. Also, social-emotional learning has shown 

positive effects in children learning how to manage their feelings and emotions which in -turn allows for a 

happier student who is more willing to learn. 

 

9) Social-Emotional Learning/Sex EducationWhat is your stance of comprehensive sex ed, including details 

of LGBTQ sexual relationships being taught in schools K-12? What is your stance on gender neutrality, co-

ed bathrooms, trans sports? 

It is important that our students have comprehensive sex-ed because it teaches them to better understand 

their anatomy. Lessons including details of LGBTQ sexual relationships do not belong in K -12. While I do 

believe it is a right for any person to identify themselves freely, I do not support co-ed bathrooms or a trans-

person to compete in a sport which they could have an obvious unfair advantage.  

 

10) Problem/Solution: What is your plan to tackle the problem with bullying, child sex crimes and the 

physical safety of our children? 

School is supposed to be a safe place for our children. If a student does not feel safe in class, walking the 

halls, or anywhere on the school grounds it greatly increases anxiety. One idea could be to streamline a 

bullying/abuse reporting app or Google document which would allow a student to quickly and effectively 

report their situation. 

 

11) School Board Meetings: How can the board make greater accommodations for all citizens who want to 

participate in school board meetings, including public comments?  

Modern times require modern solutions! I would advocate for a designated time slot during board meetings 

for the live comment section via YouTube where citizens who are unable to be present could chime in with 

their concerns. 

 

Hamilton County 2022 Primary School Board Elections Voter Guide  |  District # 9  |  Tate Smith 
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JAMES WALKER 
 

Candidate Information 

 

 

1)  School Board's Purpose: What do you view as the purpose and role of the Hamilton County School 

Board? 

Hold HCDE accountable for the Academic Education of Hamilton County Students  

 

2) Candidate's Focus/Expertise/Initiatives: What are your areas of special focus and/or expertise and what 

top three initiatives would you undertake as a Hamilton County School Board Member?  

Ensuring Parents are allowed to be engaged in All aspects of HCDE. HCDE does not make parents feel 

welcome in our schools! 

 

Party: Republican 

Email Address: jamesbwalker66@gmail.com 

Occupation/Vocation: Tennessee Education Lottery 

Resident of Hamilton County: 55 

Hamilton County 2022 Primary School Board Elections Voter Guide  |  District # 9  |  James Walker 
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Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party 

3) Moral Values: Should governmental laws, ordinances, regulations, etc. follow the moral principles of the 

Ten Commandments? Why or why not? 

Yes! We have too many laws, regulations etc. The moral principles of The Ten Commandments are the 

“backbone” of all current laws! 

 

4) Vision: What is your plan to get our schools back to the basics and fundamentals of public education?  

We need to cut out all of the outside groups that want to infiltrate our schools. It is not the schools job to be 

the Social Worker, Police Officer or Counselor! It is the schools kid to Educate Children not Raise Them!  

 

5) Budget: With 64% of taxpayer's money goes to education in Hamilton County. About 1/3 of 3rd to 8th 

graders are able to read at grade level. Without raising the budget, what is your solution to improving 

reading levels? 

These numbers have not changed in years and are comparable to most school districts across the country, 

which is discouraging! I believe Reading begins at home and HCDE is fighting a tough battle if parents don ’t 

start at home! 

 

6) Parental Rights: What is the best way to involve parents in the student's education? Who do you believe 

is the most important stakeholder in a student's education?  

Make Parents feel welcome at schools! Every employee of HCDE works for the Parents and Students! 

Families are the Most Important Stakeholders!  

 

7) COVID Protocol: What is your position on school vax requirements, testing, contact tracing, masking and 

quarantines in the schools? 

Schools have No Business when it comes to Students Health! 

 

8) CRT: What is your position for a curriculum that incorporates the teaching of diversity, equity and 

inclusion, Critical Race Theory and Social-Emotional Learning? 

Governor Lee made it clear when it comes to CRT and I agree with him!   I am against Social-Emotional 

Learning! 

 

Hamilton County 2022 Primary School Board Elections Voter Guide  |  District # 9  |  James Walker 
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9) Social-Emotional Learning/Sex EducationWhat is your stance of comprehensive sex ed, including details 

of LGBTQ sexual relationships being taught in schools K-12? What is your stance on gender neutrality, co-

ed bathrooms, trans sports? 

The Home is the only place that needs to have discussions about sexuality!   There are only two sexes!   Co -Ed 

bathrooms are not necessary!  I am against students of opposite sexes playing on sports teams!  

 

10) Problem/Solution: What is your plan to tackle the problem with bullying, child sex crimes and the 

physical safety of our children? 

We must treat all students equally! We must have swift resolution to bullying complaints! We should have 

one contact at Central Office to handle bullying. Principals, Teachers and Parents should have access to this 

person. 

 

11) School Board Meetings: How can the board make greater accommodations for all citizens who want to 

participate in school board meetings, including public comments?  

I think starting them later would help more people participate. I think we should allow as many parents to 

speak that want to speak. We have discussed having time at Agenda Sessions for public comments as well!  

 

 

 

 

Hamilton County 2022 Primary School Board Elections Voter Guide  |  District # 9  |  James Walker 
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