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Introduction to the Voter Guide 

Church Voter Guides is an independent 501(c)(3)  faith-based nonprofit organization. We serve the public by providing objective 
research and education on matters specifically of interest to Christians, primarily through the production and distribution of 501
(c)(3)-compliant, nonpartisan voter guides. 

Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party. 

Church Voter Guides, a Chattanooga nonprofit, initially started in Colorado Springs in April of 2021. This new Voter Guide for the 
2022 General Election is being distributed electronically only, both through our interactive website and by downloadable and 
printable PDF files. We have produced one Voter Guide for each seat that is: (1) conducting an election this year, and (2) for 
which at least one candidate in that election answered our Questionnaire. Our Voter Guides are being promoted through a wide
-ranging network of area churches, faith-based non-profit organizations, mainstream and social media, and other means. 

The purpose of our Voter Guides is to educate and inform voters of each candidate’s positions on a variety of policy issues that 
they are likely to address if elected. As a Voter Guide designed to be distributed through Churches, we ask the candidates 
questions on topics that are of utmost interest to the Christian voter. 
 

How to Get the Most Benefit from this Voter Guide 

 

The core information in this Voter Guide comes directly from the County General Election  candidates themselves.    We asked 
them questions, they answered (with a 120 word limit), and we have published their responses here. In order to understand and 
and utilize this information to the fullest, so that you may vote in the most informed way, we suggest the following: 

1. Pray and ask the Almighty for discernment. The Kingdom of God is all about truth, while politics is a system 
 fraught with compromise. Make sure you consider the candidates’ answers with a Heavenly mindset. 

2.  Ask yourself, “Did the candidate actually answer the question, or rather side-step it, or give a fluff, wishy-  
   washy, and/or ‘political’ type answer that leaves you not really knowing where he/she truly stands on the    
    issue?” 

3. Learn more about the candidates running for All Candidates for COUNTY Offices including their positions on issues 
we did not cover  in our questionnaire, by visiting their official campaign websites (if they have one.) The website 
URL for each  candidate  is listed in the Voter Guide. 

4. Educate yourself more about the Christian/Biblical perspective regarding many of the subjects covered in 
 our Voter Guide by reading topical articles on our website: www.VoteChattanooga.org  

5. Use search engines to find additional information about each candidate, including written articles and videos, 
 other voter guides, and even voting records for those who have served in public office before. You may even 
 want to watch online recordings of  the local All Candidates for COUNTY Offices meetings to see how incumbents 
conduct themselves  and vote. 

6.  Reach out to the candidates themselves through the provided email addresses and other means, in order to 
 ask them questions of personal importance to you. Please make sure to show great respect toward each 
 candidate   and his/her time, especially to those with whom you disagree. Running for office is hard, stressful, 
 time-consuming work, and these are your fellow citizens who have lives, families, jobs…and feelings (just like 
 you!) 
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Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party 

 What makes a Voter Guide 501 (c)(3) - Compliant and Nonpartisan? 

Federal tax law permits nonprofit 501(c)(3)  organizations to develop and distribute materials about political 
candidates’ positions on issues, in order to educate voters impartially and on a nonpartisan basis; meaning that it 
is free from party affiliation, bias, or designation. The IRS states that 501 (c)(3)  organizations may conduct any 
range of activities to promote voter participation and educate voters so long as it is nonpartisan. But, 501(c)(3) 
organizations are explicitly prohibited from supporting or opposing candidates for public office. 

 

Some of the activities 501(c)(3) nonprofits MAY perform: Conduct or promote voter registration; educate voters 
on the voting process; distribute nonpartisan sample ballots, candidate questionnaires, and voter guides; 
organize “get-out-the-vote” activities; encourage and help people to vote; educate the candidates on issues 
important to their organization; and continue to do issue advocacy during an election. 

 

So, first and foremost: Church Voter Guides does NOT endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or 
any political party. 

 

Second, all of our staff and volunteers are required to act in a nonpartisan manner when working for or 
representing the organization and the creation of the Voter Guide. 

 

Third, we do not edit, revise, or editorialize candidate responses to our Questionnaire. We do not even correct 
typos. Candidate answers are published verbatim, ensuring that their responses accurately represent their 
positions and perspectives on these issues. We then simply share this information through the Voter Guide, and 
you decide whom you believe to be the best candidate. 

 

To be fair and impartial, we reached out by email, text, and phone when determined necessary, to all registered 
candidates running for All Candidates for COUNTY Offices throughout Hamilton County for their 2022 elections, 
inviting them to answer our questionnaire. Candidate information is presented in alphabetical order by last 
name.  If a Candidate did not respond at all, or did not choose to participate, or did not choose to respond to 
certain answers in the questionnaire, then it is noted where applicable. If there were not enough candidates 
running, then we did not produce a Voter Guide for that seat.  

 

                                                                                                                           ____________________________________ 
 

Join Our Growing Grassroots Coalition of Citizens, Churches/Nonprofit Organizations, 

and Media Partners Committed to Promoting the Voter Guide throughout Our Region 
 

Let’s get the word out! 

It’s simple. Just share our website URL all around the Hamilton County region: www.VoteChattanooga.org 

Tell your friends and neighbors, post on social media, and ask your Pastors to promote it to your               
congregation (we’ll even provide you /them with the announcement info and the slide deck.) 

 

Please contact us for any reason, we’d love to collaborate with you: Info@VoteChattanooga.org 

The “Small Print”: The information contained in this document is being provided for informational purposes only. It was obtained directly 

from candidates and other sources, and we have done our best to convey it to you accurately, but nothing herein has been “fact 

checked”. Utilize this Voter Guide at your own discretion. We take no responsibility for the factual nature of the content, or for publishing 

errors, etc. To the best of our knowledge, this Voter Guide is 501(c)(3)-compliant and officially nonpartisan, and thereby it does not 

support or oppose any candidate 
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Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party 

Judge | Survey Question Index 

1) Purpose of Judges: What do you view as the purpose and role of Judges? 

 

2) Candidate's Focus/Expertise/Initiatives: What are your areas of special focus and/or 

 expertise and what initiatives would you undertake as a Judge? 
 

3) Moral Values: Should governmental laws, ordinances, regulations, etc. follow the moral  

 principles of the Ten Commandments? Why or why not? 

 

4)  Interaction with Personalities: How do you deal with difficult people, including peers,  

 lawyers, their clients or litigants? 

 

5)  Legal Interpretation: How would you interpret the Constitution and the laws of the State 

 of Tennessee within your jurisdiction? 

 

6)  Personal Challenges: For new judges, what challenges do you think you might encounter 

 as you transition from a role as advocate to a new role as a judge?  

 For incumbent judges,  what have you learned during your term that will inform you going 

 forward as a judge? 

 

7) Venue Challenges: What challenges face the court you are running for, and how will you  

 effectively overcome those challenges? 

 

8) Legal Representation: If you observed a party in your courtroom being poorly represented 

 by an unprepared or ineffective lawyer, how would you handle the situation? 
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Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party 

Hamilton County 2022 General Election Elections Voter Guide  

(In alphabetical order) 

General Sessions Court Judge, Division 3   

GERALD WEBB JR. 

LARRY ABLES 
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LARRY ABLES 

  Candidate Information 

 

 

 

1)  Purpose of Judges: What do you view as the purpose and role of Judges? 

 During his September 12, 2005, confirmation hearing  Chief Justice John Roberts made the following 

 comment, “Judges are like umpires.  Umpires don’t make the rules they apply them.  The role of an         

 umpire and judge is critical.  They make sure everybody plays by the rules, but it is a limited role.  No 

 body ever went to a ball game to see the umpire”.  The role of the judge is to treat each person the  same 

 under the same set of rules.  The purpose of the judge is to apply the rules and not to rewrite the rules. 

 

 

 

  

 

Email Address: attorneyables@gmail.com 

Occupation/Vocation: Attorney 

Resident of Hamilton County: 52 

Campaign Website: https://www.AblesForJudge.com 

Hamilton County 2022 Judge General Elections  |  General Sessions Court Judge, Division 3  |  Larry Ables 
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Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party 

Hamilton County 2022 Judge General Elections  |  General Sessions Court Judge, Division 3  |  Larry Ables 
 

2) Candidate's Focus/Expertise/Initiatives: What are your areas of special focus and/or expertise and 

 what initiatives would you undertake as a Judge? 

 I have 18 years of experience that have prepared me for this position.  I have been a criminal defense 

 attorney, a magistrate, and a prosecutor.  My 18 years of experience includes daily interaction with the 

 court that I am running to serve as judge in.  When I am elected, I plan to work on a four-point initiative.  

 Safety is the biggest problem facing our community and we must address our gang problem.  We must 

 run a more efficient court and address COVID backlog because justice delayed is justice denied.  We 

 need to focus outcomes on personal responsibility.  Lastly, I would partner with military recruiters, trade 

 and labor unions, religious organizations, and other non-profits to open opportunities that curb  

 recidivism. 

 

3)  Moral Values: Should governmental laws, ordinances, regulations, etc. follow the moral principles of 

 the Ten Commandments? Why or why not? 

 I am a Christian and I believe that laws, ordinances, regulations, etc. should follow the moral principles of 

 the Ten Commandments that are part of our Judeo-Christian history.  Several of the commandments are 

 codified as part of the Tennessee Code.  I also believe members of all faith traditions and non-believers 

 should be treated the same under our laws. 

 

4) Interaction with Personalities: How do you deal with difficult people, including peers, lawyers, their 

 clients or litigants? 

 General Sessions Court is one of the busiest courts in Hamilton County with over 55,000 criminal cases 

 and thousands of civil cases each year.  Each of these cases can involve defendants, plaintiffs, attorneys, 

 police officers, witnesses, court clerks, probation officers, interpreters, and other individuals.  These are 

 adversarial proceedings and tempers can flare.  As an assistant district attorney, I often tell people no 

 and they don’t like to hear that word.  I deal with difficult people by standing strong in my convictions 

 and trying to explain my reasoning in a particular situation.  We don't always agree in a situation but 

 each side knows where the other stands. 
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Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party 

Hamilton County 2022 Judge General Elections  |  General Sessions Court Judge, Division 3  |  Larry Ables 

 

5)  Legal Interpretation: How would you interpret the Constitution and the laws of the State of Tennessee 

 within your jurisdiction? 

 I would interpret the United States Constitution, the Tennessee Constitution,  and the laws of the state 

 of Tennessee based on their plain meaning and legal precedent.  I would apply the law and not rewrite 

 it. 

 

6)  Personal Challenges: For new judges, what challenges do you think you might encounter as you  

 transition from a role as advocate to a new role as a judge? For incumbent judges, what have you 

 learned during your term that will inform you going forward as a judge? 

 I have served in many different roles in my eighteen years of practicing law in Hamilton County.  I have 

 been a defense attorney, a magistrate, and a prosecutor.  Each of these experiences has prepared me to 

 serve as judge.  I’m ready to be the “umpire” that Chief Justice Roberts spoke of in his confirmation  

 hearing. 

 

7)  Venue Challenges: What challenges face the court you are running for, and how will you effectively 

 overcome those challenges? 

 The biggest challenge currently facing General Session Court is a backlog of cases which can be traced to 

 covid.  We need to return to pre-covid protocols.  Before covid cases were set out four or five weeks 

 from the date of the incident.  Those cases are now set our three to four months before a defendant 

 comes to court for their initial appearance.  Prior to covid the court had a robust 1:30 settlement docket 

 where defendants could appear, and an inquiry could be made on the necessity of appointing counsel.  

 This was a great chance for the court to appoint counsel before witnesses and victims were subpoenaed 

 to court.  This inquiry saved time and made the 8:30 docket run smoother. 

 

8) Legal Representation: If you observed a party in your courtroom being poorly represented by an un

 prepared or ineffective lawyer, how would you handle the situation? 

 We are fortunate in Hamilton County to have a very qualified defense bar.  In my 18 years, I have only 

 seen a few incidents where attorneys were ineffective.  Those incidents were usually related to  

 substance abuse or mental health issues.  I am very proud of the way I have seen my peers  

 (attorneys and judges) talk to individuals and help them in their time of need.  I would continue this type 

 of peer review and support for attorneys in crisis. 
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Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party 

     Hamilton County 2022 Judge General Elections  |  General Sessions Court Judge, Division 3  |  Gerald Webb Jr. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GERALD WEBB JR. 

Candidate Information 

 

 

 

1)   Purpose of Judges: What do you view as the purpose and role of Judges? 

 The role of a Judge is in many respects, a referee between two or more opposing interest. You must be 

 fair and knowledgeable and respectful off all sides in a conflict. It is to apply the law fairly and without 

 impartiality. As a judge I also take the time to listen to all sides, and to give grace and mercy when  

 appropriate and punishment when necessary. 

 

 

 

Email Address: Millican0605@gmail.com 

Occupation/Vocation: Judge 

Resident of Hamilton County: My entire life, except Military service and MTSU and 

law school 

Military Background: 

Campaign Website: 

Air Force 

https://JudgeGeraldWebb.com 
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Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party 

  Hamilton County 2022 Judge General Elections  |  General Sessions Court Judge, Division 3  |  Gerald Webb Jr. 

 

2)  Candidate's Focus/Expertise/Initiatives: What are your areas of special focus and/or expertise and 

 what initiatives would you undertake as a Judge? 

 My area of expertise is criminal law. I was a former Assistant District Attorney before I became a Judge. I 

 was assigned to General Sessions and Criminal Court. As a Judge my primary job is to sit over criminal 

 cases and civil cases as well. As a Sessions Court judge, I also have responsibility along with the other 

 judges, to supervise the Magistrates in Hamilton County. The Chief Magistrate reports to me and the 

 other Judges. 

 

3)  Moral Values: Should governmental laws, ordinances, regulations, etc. follow the moral principles of 

 the Ten Commandments? Why or why not? 

 I believe they should. People can talk about the separation of church and state but I don't think that is 

 exactly what the framers of our Constitution intended. While the laws we follow and enforce should be 

 laws that have been passed by our elected representatives, that in no way means we should not include 

 our religious and moral principles in coming up with laws that govern our state, and our lives.. 

 

4)  Interaction with Personalities: How do you deal with difficult people, including peers, lawyers, their 

 clients or litigants? 

 This is challenging. I think asa judge, your temperament is one of the most important things you must 

 have to do the job effectively. You must always be temperate and slow to anger. Again, I think being   

 patient with people and taking the time to simply listen, goes a long way. As a judge you must realize 

 that people are generally in front of you and they are nervous and anxious. A calm voice and patience 

 goes long way. 

 

5)  Legal Interpretation: How would you interpret the Constitution and the laws of the State of Tennessee 

 within your jurisdiction? 

 I am not an activist in any way. I believe the Constitution and the laws of the state of Tennessee should 

 be followed as they are written. people like to take liberties with they they "presume" was the intent, or 

 what the framers "must have meant." I think its simple, you go with the written meaning of the  

 Constitution and of the laws of Tennessee. 
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Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party 

Hamilton County 2022 Judge General Elections  |  General Sessions Court Judge, Division 3  |  Gerald Webb Jr. 

 

6) Personal Challenges: For new judges, what challenges do you think you might encounter as you  

 transition from a role as advocate to a new role as a judge? For incumbent judges, what have you 

 learned during your term that will inform you going forward as a judge? 

 What I have learned as an incumbent judge is that people are human, and they are going to make 

  mistakes...me included. The vast majority of people who appear before me are good people who have 

 made bad decisions. They need to face the consequences of those decisions and then be able to move 

 forward with their lives. I personally have to realize that even as a judge, I will often fall short of the glory 

 of God, but when i do, i need to immediately correct my decisions and make it right. 

 

7)  Venue Challenges: What challenges face the court you are running for, and how will you effectively 

 overcome those challenges? 

 Rising Violent crime is a challenge for every court. We must find ways to cut down on the numbers of 

 shootings and murders that take place in this city. Families need to be strengthened, laws need to have 

 bite to them and police officers must be supported in performing their jobs to help keep us safe. People 

 who are deserving of a second chance need to be given one, but people who are making this city less 

 safe, need to be persecuted to the fullest extent of the law. Conservative values will help us get there. 

 

8)  Legal Representation: If you observed a party in your courtroom being poorly represented by an un

 prepared or ineffective lawyer, how would you handle the situation? 

 In the past where this has presented an issue, I've called both attorneys to the bench and inquired about 

 whether both sides are ready to proceed. If the response is no, sometimes the case can have a short 

 continuance and I give the attorney an admonition about making sure he is prepared to move forward 

 on his next occasion in my courtroom. If an attorney moves forward and is unprepared, the defendant 

 has legal procedures that can be exercised to have their case re litigated by another attorney if a judge 

 finds that they were not properly represented. 
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Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party 

Hamilton County 2022 General Election Elections Voter Guide  

(In alphabetical order) 

Judges Unopposed 

MIKE DUMITRU 

BOYD PATTERSON 
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Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party 

Hamilton County 2022 Judge Primary Elections  |  Circuit Court Judge Div. 2  |  Mike Dumitru 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

MIKE DUMITRU 

Candidate Information 

 

 

 

1) Purpose of Judges: What do you view as the purpose and role of Judges? 

 A judge’s purpose is to serve as a neutral referee of legal disputes. A judge is the embodiment of the law 

 and upholds the integrity of the rule of law in a dispassionate, but empathetic, way. A judge's primary 

 job is to observe and decide.   A judge must listen to the unique facts of every case, apply the law to 

 those facts, and render a just decision. A judge also serves as a manager in the courtroom, both by 

 setting the tone of the proceedings through his or her demeanor, and ensuring cases move along  

 efficiently and fairly. In sum, a judge’s role is to ensure that justice is administered civilly, effectively, and 

 efficiently. 

 

Email Address: info@mikeforjudge.com 

Occupation/Vocation: Lawyer 

Resident of Hamilton County: Ten years total. We moved to Hamilton County in 

2011, moved away for work in 2014, and returned in 

2016. 

Campaign Website: https://www.MikeforJudge.com 
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Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party 

Hamilton County 2022 Judge Primary Elections  |  Circuit Court Judge Div. 2  |  Mike Dumitru 

 

2)  Candidate's Focus/Expertise/Initiatives: What are your areas of special focus and/or expertise and 

 what initiatives would you undertake as a Judge? 

 I consider myself a generalist, having spent more than a decade litigating a wide variety of matters for 

 individual and business plaintiffs and defendants in the state and federal courts of Hamilton County and 

 neighboring counties. In those years of practice, I have developed a thorough understanding of the Rules 

 of Civil Procedure, the Rules of Evidence, and the Local Rules of Court that govern every matter filed in 

 Circuit Court. My primary initiative is to be an accessible judge, both to the lawyers and litigants in my 

 courtroom, as well as the citizens of Hamilton County who want to learn more about the judiciary and 

 the vital role it plays in our democratic republic. 

 

3)  Moral Values: Should governmental laws, ordinances, regulations, etc. follow the moral principles of 

 the Ten Commandments? Why or why not? 

 Laws are created by legislators, who are representatives of their direct constituents. The people, through 

 the legislature, must determine what principles guide their laws. A judge is merely the embodiment of 

 those laws, and a judge must apply those laws fairly to all. That said, my world view is informed by my 

 Christian values, which are an essential part of who I am. Micah 6:8 instructs us to do justice, love mercy, 

 and walk humbly with your God. A judge must be humble enough to understand that he or she must do 

 justice without imposing his or her own values on those in the courtroom. I will always seek to do what I 

 believe is just under the law, but my role is not to judge the law or the litigants based on my personal 

 beliefs. 

 

4)  Interaction with Personalities: How do you deal with difficult people, including peers, lawyers, their 

 clients or litigants? 

 Temperament is a judge’s most important asset. I deal with “difficult” people with civility and as much 

 patience as the circumstances allow. Litigation is an adversarial process often involving skilled attorneys 

 zealously advocating for their clients without willingly making substantive concessions. And in addition 

 to the obvious financial stress, litigation carries with it an incredibly emotional toll, often leaving a dark 

 cloud hanging over the heads of those involved. This combination of factors does not always lend itself 

 to civility and kindness. So it is imperative that the judge set and maintain a tone of civility throughout 

 the course of the lawsuit, while simultaneously ensuring that all parties abide by the rules of procedure 

 and ethics. 
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Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party 

Hamilton County 2022 Judge Primary Elections  |  Circuit Court Judge Div. 2  |  Mike Dumitru 

 

5)  Legal Interpretation: How would you interpret the Constitution and the laws of the State of Tennessee 

 within your jurisdiction? 

 I have a conservative judicial philosophy. We have three branches of government, and the judiciary is 

 not the one responsible for legislating. Judges should make decisions based only on the facts and the law 

 presented by each individual case and should try to rule narrowly. In that vein, I would interpret these 

 sources in accordance with: (i) the words of the Constitution or other applicable statute itself; (ii) the 

 stated intent of the duly-elected legislature; (iii) the principle of stare decisis; and (iv) common sense, 

 which goes a long way. 

 

6)  Personal Challenges: For new judges, what challenges do you think you might encounter as you  

 transition from a role as advocate to a new role as a judge? For incumbent judges, what have you 

 learned during your term that will inform you going forward as a judge? 

 Candidly, the only people fully aware of the challenges I will face are those who serve and have served as 

 Circuit Court judges. But after spending a significant amount of time speaking with several current and 

 former judges to educate myself on this very issue, I believe the biggest challenge I will face is the drastic 

 difference between advocating for one position and objectively analyzing several competing positions. 

 But I feel that my work ethic and experience objectively analyzing cases during the litigation process 

 leave me well-prepared to directly tackle these challenges. 

 

7) Venue Challenges: What challenges face the court you are running for, and how will you effectively 

 overcome those challenges? 

 The COVID-19 pandemic caused a litany of logistical problems for the judiciary, including halting all  

 proceedings for a period of time. Our Circuit Courts therefore face a substantial backlog of cases that will 

 require almost immediate attention on a compressed schedule. I am confident that my work ethic and 

 ability to work with others will enable me to address that issue head-on, and I look forward to the  

 opportunity to do so. Another challenge is the general apathy or distrust many citizens have when it 

 comes  to the judiciary. In addition to my time in the courtroom, I plan on meaningfully engaging my  

 community—especially young people—off the bench to provide citizens with an insight into how our 

 judiciary  works and the valuable role it plays in our republic. 
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Hamilton County 2022 Judge Primary Elections  |  Circuit Court Judge Div. 2  |  Mike Dumitru 

 

8)  Legal Representation: If you observed a party in your courtroom being poorly represented by an un

 prepared or ineffective lawyer, how would you handle the situation? 

 This is a very difficult and sensitive topic because it asks me to judge the competence or quality of  

 another member of the bar. A judge’s job is not to intervene in a lawsuit and provide legal counsel to 

 parties before the court. That said, the judge’s focus should always be ensuring fairness and producing 

 a just result. Thus, if a lawyer (or a party representing himself or herself pro se) is causing harm to the 

 rule of law or the lawsuit itself, a judge can step in and gently help guide the party to the proper  

 procedural or statutory vehicle without favoritism. In such exceptional circumstances, I would exercise 

 my discretion to work with counsel for both sides to ensure the existence of the most level playing field 

 possible. 
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Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party 

Hamilton County 2022 Judge Primary Elections  |  Criminal Court Judge Div. 3  |  Boyd Patterson 
 
 

 
 

BOYD PATTERSON 

Candidate Information 

 

 

1)   Purpose of Judges: What do you view as the purpose and role of Judges? 

 Old Testament judges served the tribes of Israel as fair administrators of justice and as leaders. Likewise, 

 I will serve Hamilton County citizens inside the courtroom by administrating justice fairly, to all parties. 

 While I am the only candidate endorsed by three police unions and the sheriff, I will remain fair to  

 defendants. Tennessee law provides that non-violent, non-repeat offenders sincere about changing their 

 lives for the better, should get a chance to do so through probation. Tennessee law also provides that 

 violent, repeat offenders can go to the penitentiary. As criminal court judge, I will follow the law. I will 

 also take a leadership role outside the courtroom in educating citizens about the issues driving criminal 

 behavior. 

 

 

Email Address: boyd@boydpatterson.com 

Occupation/Vocation: Attorney 

Resident of Hamilton County: 42 years. 1973-1994 (elementary, middle, high school, 

college; Hamilton County). 1995-2000 (graduate 

school in Georgia; law school in Pennsylvania). 2000-

present (law practice; Hamilton County) 

Campaign Website: https://BoydPatterson.com 
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Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party 

Hamilton County 2022 Judge Primary Elections  |  Criminal Court Judge Div. 3  |  Boyd Patterson 

 

2) Candidate's Focus/Expertise/Initiatives: What are your areas of special focus and/or expertise and 

 what initiatives would you undertake as a Judge? 

 Three areas of special interest: gangs, jury trials and innovation. As Gang Task Force Coordinator, I  

 partnered with agencies that helped at-risk youth make better decisions and reject gangs. As both a 

 prosecutor and defense attorney, I tried over 50 jury trials, published litigation articles and wrote an  

 evidence book. Regarding innovation, I helped establish three new courts in Hamilton County (Juvenile 

 Drug Court, Youth Court, Mental Health Court), developed an iPad app for jury selection, designed  

 com puter programs that identified gang members in court and created an online network of child abuse 

 prosecutors across the state. As criminal court judge, I would remain a resource to citizens, lawyers and 

 innovators in all three areas. 

 

3)  Moral Values: Should governmental laws, ordinances, regulations, etc. follow the moral principles of 

 the Ten Commandments? Why or why not? 

 Some of the Ten Commandments serve as cornerstones of the criminal justice system. Murder, theft and 

 bearing false witness in court all carry criminal penalties. Unruly delinquents can be disciplined in  

 juvenile court for not honoring their parents’ wishes. While other Commandments may not be 

 represented in criminal law, the freedom to adhere to those Commandments should remain protected 

 as religious freedom. Likewise, we must protect the freedom to not follow Commandments 

 unaffiliated with the justice system. Although failing to follow them may eventually cause bigger 

 problems, church should remain separate from state. If the laudable motivation to provide for one’s 

 family morphs into “coveting”  to the point of stealing from others, the justice system would then apply. 

 

4)  Interaction with Personalities: How do you deal with difficult people, including peers, lawyers, their 

 clients or litigants? 

 Trial lawyers deal with difficult people every week. The first step: listen to the “difficult” person. He/she 

 may be correct. If so, perhaps you can simply agree. If you need more information, continue to listen and 

 gather information. If the problem does not involve you, perhaps you can point the person in the right 

 direction. If the problem does involve you, separate aspects of the problem upon which you can agree 

 from aspects in dispute. When communicating your position, stay professional without getting personal. 

 Remain patient throughout the interaction. If all this fails, you may have to disengage and return to the 

 discussion later. 
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5)  Legal Interpretation: How would you interpret the Constitution and the laws of the State of Tennessee 

 within your jurisdiction? 

 Criminal court judges must follow precedent. Legal issues often undergo in-depth analysis by appellate 

 courts. Accordingly, I would interpret the Constitution and laws using clear judicial precedent as a guide. 

 In novel cases without clear precedent, a balance of originalism, textualism and moral reasoning usually 

 proves fitting. The original intent of the framers provides a solid foundation when examining novel 

 issues. Originalism also reduces the risk of judicial advocacy. When the foundational concepts of 

 freedom and democracy need greater context, examining specific tracts of Constitutional text provides 

 guidance. Finally, moral reasoning allows criminal court judges to consider the specific needs of victims, 

 defendants and greater society when facilitating a fair and just result. 

 

6)  Personal Challenges: For new judges, what challenges do you think you might encounter as you 

 transition from a role as advocate to a new role as a judge? For incumbent judges, what have you 

 learned during your term that will inform you going forward as a judge? 

 The most helpful guidance in transitioning from advocate to judge flows from the examples set by other 

 judges. Practicing law in several different courts across multiple jurisdictions provided numerous role 

 models. Additionally, all of the Hamilton County judges related to criminal law who were in place when I 

 started practicing law have retired. The judges who subsequently filled those slots also provided 

 beneficial examples of transition. Work ethic, patience and respect for everyone in the courtroom 

 overcame all obstacles related to their transitions from advocates to judges. Additionally, I enjoy 

 maintaining a student’s perspective, which facilitates openness to different viewpoints and humility. 

 

7)  Venue Challenges: What challenges face the court you are running for, and how will you effectively 

 overcome those challenges? 

 In addition to the criminal court docket, the office I seek presides over Mental Health Court (MHC). MHC 

 supervises non-violent defendants who, due to a mental condition, keep getting caught up in the system. 

 As a former counselor with two degrees in psychology, I recognize the prevalence of mental illness in 

 criminal court. In 2015, I helped set up MHC and later served as a member of the team. If elected, I will 

 establish a subdivision of MHC that exclusively serves military veterans. Due to trauma related to their 

 service, many veterans suffer from PTSD and substance abuse. Veterans were there for us when we 

 needed them. If veterans need help, we should be there for them. 
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8)  Legal Representation: If you observed a party in your courtroom being poorly represented by an 

 unprepared or ineffective lawyer, how would you handle the situation? 

 The adversarial process requires competency on both sides. Fortunately, most attorneys develop 

 reputations that help judges discern their competency before cases proceed very far. If an attorney 

 appears inexperienced or unprepared, I would investigate if the shortcomings can be remedied. Simply 

 asking the attorney certain questions could spur better representation. In pretrial matters, consultation 

 with a more experienced colleague may provide the attorney with the understanding needed to 

 proceed. Defendants often recognize shortcomings in his/her lawyer’s performance. If the attorney 

 seems unable or unwilling to improve, granting the defendant’s motion for new counsel may result. If 

 the shortcomings surface at trial, I would make inquiries at sidebar. If the situation is truly beyond repair, 

 declaring a mistrial could be necessary. 
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County Mayor | Survey Question Index 

1)  County Mayor's Purpose: What do you view as the purpose and role of the Hamilton 

 County Mayor? 

 

2)  Candidate's Focus/Expertise/Initiatives: What are your areas of special focus and/or 

 expertise and what initiatives would you undertake as a Hamilton County Mayor? 
 

3)  Moral Values: Should governmental laws, ordinances, regulations, etc. follow the moral 

 principles of the Ten Commandments? Why or why not? 

 

4)  Budget: What would be your top three spending, savings, and economic development 

 priorities? 

 

5)  Covid Recovery: Has the COVID situation created  problems that the County Mayor can 

 mitigate, specifically regarding businesses, schools, healthcare systems, and other vital 

 services? 

 

6) Protecting Life: What legal means, if any, would you support to protect the most  

 vulnerable in our county, including the lives of the unborn, the trafficked, the homeless,  

 and the elderly? 

 

7) Business/Jobs: How should the commission handle development of housing, zoning and  

 infrastructure in northern Hamilton County? 

 

8)  Homelessness/Vagrancy: How can the Commission address any increase in the homeless/

 vagrant population in our county in ways that best serve all Hamilton County residents? 

 

9) Constitutional Liberties: As a Mayor, what measures will you champion to protect the 

 individual Constitutional liberties of all Hamilton County residents, such as freedom of 

 speech, peaceable assembly and exercise of religion? 
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MATT ADAMS 

Candidate Information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 We made multiple attempts to communicate with Matt Adams; however, the Candidate did not  

 complete the survey by the submission deadline.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Party Democrat 
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WESTON WAMP 

Candidate Information

 

 

1)   County Mayor's Purpose: What do you view as the purpose and role of the Hamilton County Mayor? 

 The job of County Mayor is defined under Tennessee state law as the chief financial officer and fiscal 

 agent of each county – beyond that the job description is vague. Ultimately, it is a leadership position 

 with specific financial responsibilities. In Hamilton County, 64% of the county budget is public educa

 tion, meaning that the County Mayor has an incredibly important role in ensuring stewardship of tax

 payer dollars within the department of education, as well as setting priorities for the construction and 

 renovation of school facilities. By tradition, the County Mayor in Hamilton County is involved in virtually 

 every aspect of economic development and appoints members of various boards from Erlanger to the 

 WWTA to the Regional Planning Commission. 

Party Republican 

Email Address: weston@westonwamp.com 

Occupation/Vocation: Entrepreneur; Founder, Millennial Debt Foundation 

Resident of Hamilton County: Went to UT in Knoxville, but have lived and voted in  

Hamilton County my entire life. 

Campaign Website: https://www.WestonWamp.com 
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2) Candidate's Focus/Expertise/Initiatives: What are your areas of special focus and/or expertise and  

 what initiatives would you undertake as a Hamilton County Mayor? 

 Our “Hamilton First ''agenda is the comprehensive set of proposals in the race for County Mayor, and it 

 can be read in its entirety at westonwamp.com. My experience spans business, public policy and  

 education, as both a public school parent and a member of the Tennessee Board of Regents. The Board 

 of Regents governs Tennessee’s 40 community and technical colleges. My proposals range from a 

 Mayor’s  Parent Council to empower parents to a Mayor’s Apprenticeship Initiative, which would provide 

 paid apprenticeships with local companies to students as they finish their diplomas. Lastly, our proposal 

 to create the Mayor’s Volunteer Corps would galvanize communities of faith to serve disadvantaged 

 schools with a focus on addressing student hunger and early childhood reading. 

 

3)  Moral Values: Should governmental laws, ordinances, regulations, etc. follow the moral principles of 

 the Ten Commandments? Why or why not? 

 Government laws, ordinances and regulations should first and foremost follow the principles of the U.S. 

 Constitution. Our country’s founding is deeply connected to Judeo-Christian morals. That “certain 

 unalienable rights” are given by a Creator is central to understanding the American experiment. 

 However, we were founded as a pluralistic society and the Ten Commandments should guide the 

 personal behavior of all Christians. 

 

4)  Budget: What would be your top three spending, savings, and economic development priorities? 

 Under Mayor Coppinger’s leadership, Hamilton County Government has been run very efficiently, which 

 has contributed to the county being the highest bond-rated county in Tennessee and having the lowest 

 tax rate in 70 years. Without a tax increase, implementing performance pay for our teachers and 

 modernizing our most dilapidated school facilities would be priorities for me. Along the same lines, my 

 priorities in economic development would be to increase career training and vocational education 

 opportunities to better develop our workforce. I have proposed the creation of a world class, “open 

 enrollment” middle/high school near downtown, in partnership with the City of Chattanooga, that would 

 spur economic development and job creation for a generation to come. 
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5)  Covid Recovery: Has the COVID situation created  problems that the County Mayor can mitigate, 

 specifically regarding businesses, schools, healthcare systems, and other vital services? 

 We have learned many difficult lessons during the pandemic. Never again should some people’s jobs be 

 deemed “essential” and others “non-essential.” Likewise, mandates have undermined trust in public 

 health institutions. Masking schoolchildren is one of the worst policies of my lifetime. It is inexcusable 

 and shameful that our children, who were at little to no risk from the virus, bore the brunt of many of 

 the government’s misguided policies. 

 

6)  Protecting Life: What legal means, if any, would you support to protect the most vulnerable in our 

 county, including the lives of the unborn, the trafficked, the homeless, and the elderly? 

 I am 100% pro-life and will use the office of County Mayor to advocate for our youngest and oldest 

 citizens, especially our most vulnerable citizens, the unborn. 

 

7)  Business/Jobs: How should the commission handle development of housing, zoning and infrastructure 

 in northern Hamilton County? 

 The north part of Hamilton County is very special to me. Many of my family members live between 

 Soddy Daisy and Bakewell. The Sale Creek community is unlike any other in Hamilton County. When 

 considering development in the north end of the county, the Commission should be respectful of the 

 distinctly different way of life that has caused many families to remain in those communities for 

 generations. Development opportunities at McDonald Farm should be considered patiently and, in the 

 meantime, the land should be opened for recreational and agricultural use by the people who bought it 

 – the citizens of Hamilton County. 

 

8)  Homelessness/Vagrancy: How can the Commission address any increase in the homeless/vagrant 

 population in our county in ways that best serve all Hamilton County residents? 

 Homelessness is primarily an issue in the City of Chattanooga. In recent years, when the City of 

 Chattanooga and Hamilton County cooperate, big things are possible. If the City cannot get its 

 downtown homelessness issues under control, the Commission could explore ways that it could bolster 

 efforts to provide dignity through housing and job training and, if necessary, mental health treatment to 

 those in need. 

 

9)  Constitutional Liberties As a Mayor, what measures will you champion to protect the individual 

 Constitutional liberties of all Hamilton County residents, such as freedom of speech, peaceable 

 assembly and exercise of religion? 

 As County Mayor, I will actively and vocally oppose any and all infringements on the rights provided by 

 the U.S. Constitution. 
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District Attorney | Survey Question Index 

1) District Attorney's Purpose: What do you view as the purpose and role of the Hamilton 

 County District Attorney? 

2) Candidate's Focus/Expertise/Initiatives: What are your areas of special focus and/or 

 expertise and what initiatives would you undertake as a Hamilton County District 

 Attorney? 

3) Moral Values: Should government laws, ordinances, regulations, etc. follow the moral 

 principles of the Ten Commandments? Why or why not? 

4) Biggest Problem/Solution: How would you improve the rules/ policies/ procedures of 

 how non-violent domestic abuse cases are handled? 

5) Drug Laws: Do you support creating an option to charge low-level drug possession as a 

 misdemeanor rather than a felony? Why or why not? 

6) Rehabilitation & Prevention: What programs and policies would you implement as 

 District Attorney to reduce crime and increase public safety in the county? 

7) Juvenile Justice: What would you do to reduce the number of juveniles - particularly 

 Latino and African American youth - who are brought into the criminal justice system? 

 What policies would you put in place to ensure fair and unbiased use of prosecutorial 

 discretion in juvenile court? 

8) Victims Protection: What legal means, if any would you support to protect the most 

 vulnerable in our County, including the unborn, the trafficked and the elderly? 

9) Budget/Financial Role: As District Attorney, how would you optimize, direct, and/or 

 inspire your office to improve its process, efficiency, and effectiveness to maximize your 

 resources to prosecute cases? 

10) Constitutional Liberties: As a District Attorney what measures will you champion to   

 protect the Constitutional liberties of all Hamilton County residents including    

 guaranteeing due process and each of The Bill of Rights? 

11)  Citizens' Duty/Grand Jury: The grand jury is one of the unheralded tools the people 

 have to monitor and correct waste and corruption in our government. What is your 

 understanding of the grand jury system? What can the district attorney do to motivate 

 and empower the members of our grand jury to investigate and explore goings on in all 

 levels of our local government? Refence Antonin Scalia's Opinion - United States v. 

 Williams, 112 S.Ct. 1735, 504 U.S. 36, 118 L.Ed.2d 352 (1992) 
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JOHN ALLEN BROOKS 

 

Candidate Information 

 

 

 We made multiple attempts to communicate with John Allen Brooks; however, the Candidate did not 

 complete the survey by the submission deadline.  
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Party Democratic 
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COTY WAMP 

Candidate Information 

 

 

 

1)   District Attorney's Purpose: What do you view as the purpose and role of the Hamilton County District 

 Attorney? 

 The District Attorney is the Chief Law Enforcement Officer of the Judicial District. The District Attorney 

 prosecutes every person in the county who commits a criminal offense. First and foremost, the District 

 Attorney should seek truth and justice. The District Attorney is tasked with protecting victims of crime 

 and protecting the most vulnerable members of our community. At this time in Hamilton County the 

 District Attorney should focus on combatting violent crime, cracking down on criminals who sell heroin 

 and fentanyl, and protecting our children from abuse at all costs. The DA controls our criminal justice 

 system and that person must accept that responsibility and lead with dignity and integrity. 

Party Republican 

Email Address: coty@cotywamp.com 

Occupation/Vocation: General Counsel, Hamilton County Sheriff's Office 

Resident of Hamilton County: Born and raised in Hamilton County, left for 7 years for 

college and law school and then came back! 

Campaign Website: https://www.CotyWamp.com 
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2) Candidate's Focus/Expertise/Initiatives: What are your areas of special focus and/or expertise and 

 what initiatives would you undertake as a Hamilton County District Attorney? 

 We must focus on gang and violent crime, heroin and fentanyl dealers, and child abuse (including child 

 sex abuse). Gang and violent crime rates have increased under the leadership of our current District 

 Attorney. Heroin and fentanyl dealers are not receiving the punishment that they deserve. And child  

 victims are being overlooked. I will create a Gang and Violent Crime Unit that works directly with the 

 Chattanooga Police Department. I will also restore the position of a Child Sex Abuse Prosecutor who will 

 focus only on serious child abuse cases. The Child Sex Abuse prosecutor will work full-time out of the 

 Children's Advocacy Center office so that they can be involved in investigations from beginning to end. 

 

3) Moral Values: Should government laws, ordinances, regulations, etc. follow the moral principles of the 

 Ten Commandments? Why or why not? 

 Absolutely. Not all of the Ten Commandments can be made applicable to criminal justice, but many of 

 them can and should be. Particularly, the Ten Commandments instruct that believers shall not murder, 

 steal, make idols, and shall not bear false witness against neighbors. These are commandments that the 

 criminal justice system should replicate. Moral principles should play a role in how our District Attorney 

 chooses to prosecute and prioritize. As a believer, I hope that all of our local elected officials would 

  answer "yes" to this question. 

 

4) Biggest Problem/Solution: How would you improve the rules/ policies/ procedures of how non-violent 

 domestic abuse cases are handled? 

 There is no such thing as non-violent domestic abuse. Domestic abuse is inherently violent. Under my 

 leadership, there will be additional resources within the DA's office to ensure victims of domestic  

 violence are taken care of while the case is pending and connected with the Family Justice Center for 

 additional resources. I will have a victim-witness coordinator in my office who will work only with victims 

 of domestic violence. I am committed to placing a dedicated prosecutor in the same office space as the 

 Children's Advocacy Center and Family Justice Center so that those organizations have constant support 

 from my office. 
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5) Drug Laws: Do you support creating an option to charge low-level drug possession as a misdemeanor 

 rather than a felony? Why or why not? 

 We need to stop shaming the addicts and instead, send the dealers to prison. Those dealing the most 

 dangerous drugs, heroin and fentanyl, are murdering our young people at unacceptable rates. One  

 hundred and nine (109) people died of a drug overdose in Hamilton County in 2021 alone. That's more 

 than three times as many deaths than from homicide. Low-level drug possession is already charged as a 

 misdemeanor, and it should remain that way. Misdemeanor users who are in possession of illegal  

 substances will be prosecuted, but I do not think that jail is the best place for addicts. We need to  

 identify more resources for addicts, and crack down on dealers. 

 

6) Rehabilitation & Prevention: What programs and policies would you implement as District Attorney to 

 reduce crime and increase public safety in the county? 

 A Gang and Violent Crime Unit in the DA's Office. The Chattanooga Police Department needs additional 

 resources to combat violent crime. I will contribute resources by funding a Unit that acts as a direct  

 connection between the Police Department and the DA's Office. To ensure serious offenders are handled 

 appropriately once the case makes its way to court, the Unit will have a dedicated prosecutor that also 

 works with the major crime divisions of the Police Department. I will also hold Assistant District  

 Attorneys accountable when it comes to plea reductions and/or dismissals on serious offenses.  

 Every offense cannot be negotiable. It's time to draw hard lines in the sand on violent felonies. 

 

7)  Juvenile Justice: What would you do to reduce the number of juveniles - particularly Latino and African 

 American youth - who are brought into the criminal justice system? What policies would you put in 

 place to ensure fair and unbiased use of prosecutorial discretion in juvenile court? 

 Our juvenile justice system should be focused on rehabilitation and giving juveniles opportunities to exit 

 the criminal justice system and never return. However, if I'm elected, the exception to that will be 

 teenagers, specifically 16 and 17 year olds, who put a gun in their hand and seek to harm others.  

 Juvenile crime rates are increasing. Gangs prey on vulnerable teenagers to do their dirty work. To  deter 

 this, my office will petition juvenile court to transfer 16 and 17 year olds who commit violent crimes to 

 be tried in Criminal Court as adults. Deterrence is the word that we need to use more often for the next 

 decade. We have to deter juveniles from committing serious offenses. 
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8)  Victims Protection: What legal means, if any would you support to protect the most vulnerable in our 

 County, including the unborn, the trafficked and the elderly? 

 Of course those that prey on our most vulnerable deserve the harshest sentences. However, it's not just 

 the laws that must exist in order to secure harsh sentences for these offenders... the prosecutors  

 handling the cases have to prioritize these offenses and refuse to negotiate on them. Although there are 

 legislators that consistently attempt to enact legislation that protects unborn children, it is devastating 

 that the legislation never makes its way to the Governor's desk. I want to see legislation signed into law 

 that makes it a criminal offense for women to ingest illegal narcotics while pregnant. 

 

9)  Budget/Financial Role As District Attorney, how would you optimize, direct, and/or inspire your office 

 to improve its process, efficiency, and effectiveness to maximize your resources to prosecute cases? 

 When elected, I will immediately cut down on wasteful spending by eliminating positions that my  

 opponent has needlessly created. This will include the position he created for his wife. I will also    

 immediately begin implementing electronic discovery so that attorneys for criminal defendants are given 

 evidence in a timely and efficient manner that holds all parties accountable. I intend to re-structure the 

 office by implementing vertical prosecution. This structure will create efficiency by causing prosecutors 

 to take a closer look at cases in General Sessions court and ensure that serious cases do not fall through 

 the cracks. Most importantly, I intend to inspire my office by supporting, encouraging, and listening to 

 the people who work for me. 

 

10)  Constitutional Liberties: As a District Attorney what measures will you champion to protect the  

 Constitutional liberties of all Hamilton County residents including guaranteeing due process and each 

 of The Bill of Rights? 

 As a former public defender in Hamilton County I understand, on a unique level, the importance of  

 constitutional rights and due process. Justice does not always mean that there will be a conviction.  

 Justice does not always mean that the bad guy goes to jail. Because even the bad guy has unalienable 

 rights. If the rights of just one criminal defendant are not protected, then our whole system is in  

 jeopardy. As a prosecutor in Bradley County, if I believed the constitutional rights of a criminal defendant 

 had been violated, I dismissed the case without hesitation. District Attorneys across the country should 

 first and foremost uphold the constitution and protect the liberties that make this nation great. 

Hamilton County 2022 District Attorney Primary Elections  |  Coty Wamp 
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11)  Citizens' Duty/Grand Jury: The grand jury is one of the unheralded tools the people have to monitor 

 and correct waste and corruption in our government. What is your understanding of the grand jury 

 system? What can the district attorney do to motivate and empower the members of our grand jury to 

 investigate and explore goings on in all levels of our local government? Refence Antonin Scalia's 

 Opinion - United States v. Williams, 112 S.Ct. 1735, 504 U.S. 36, 118 L.Ed.2d 352 (1992) 

 Tennessee law gives a lot of authority and power to the Grand Jury. As District Attorney, I will be present 

 each time a new Grand Jury is empaneled. There should be more of an emphasis on the Grand Jury as a 

 body of "inquirers" than simply a body that determines whether there is probable cause for an   

 indictment. The Grand Jury is designed to be a body of citizens that has the authority and ability to dig 

 into local government and determine what is working and what isn't. They're then called to report their 

 findings. If utilized to the fullest extent the law allows, the Grand Jury has the ability to hold all of local 

 government accountable to the people. 
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Sheriff | Survey Question Index 

1) Sheriff's Purpose: What do you view as the purpose and role of the Hamilton County   

 Sheriff? 

 

2)  Candidate's Focus/Expertise/Initiatives: What are your areas of special focus and/or 

 expertise and what initiatives would you undertake as a Hamilton County Sheriff? 
 

3)  Moral Values: Should government laws, ordinances, regulations, etc. follow the moral 

 principles of the Ten Commandments? Why or why not? 

 

4)  Constitution as a Sheriff: What does the term "Constitutional Sheriff" mean to you and  

 how is a Tennessee county sheriff positioned? 

 

5)  County Citizen: If an agency of the Federal Government violated the due process rights of 

 a citizen in Hamilton County, what would you do? 

 

6)  Government Overreach: DHS just issued a document on February 7th 2022 "Summary of 

 Terrorism Threat to the U.S. Homeland". The number 1 threat example they give is. "... 

 there is widespread online proliferation of false or misleading narratives regarding 

 unsubstantiated widespread election fraud and COVID-19. Grievances associated with 

 these themes inspired violent extremist attacks during 2021."   

7)  Please explain why you agree or disagree with the statement made by DHS. 

 Government Responsibilities: Explain how the Sheriff is an integral part of protecting the 

 lives and liberty of citizens of Hamilton County. 
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AUSTIN GARRETT 

Candidate Information 

 

 
 

1)  Sheriff's Purpose: What do you view as the purpose and role of the Hamilton County Sheriff? 

As the constitutionally elected Sheriff, it is my duty to ensure the efficient and effective delivery of law en-

forcement services to the citizens of Hamilton County. 

 

2) Candidate's Focus/Expertise/Initiatives: What are your areas of special focus and/or expertise and what 

initiatives would you undertake as a Hamilton County Sheriff? 

I have 29 years of Law Enforcement experience which includes command and executive level responsibilities. 

25 years of service at the CPD, retiring as a Lt in command of the special operations. During my time as chief 

deputy, we have cast vision and are transitioning to intelligence led law enforcement philosophy in the de-

ployment to personnel and resources. This approach is one I will continue to lead as Sheriff as it contributes 

to the efficient and effective delivery of law enforcement services. My focus is on the overall reduction of 

crime and enhancing the quality of life for the citizens of Hamilton County. 

Email Address: austingarrettsheriff@gmail.com 

Occupation/Vocation: Chief Deputy Of The Hamilton County Sheriff's Office 

Resident of Hamilton County: Austin Garrett moved to Hamilton County in 1993 

Campaign Website: https://AustinGarrettSheriff.com/ 
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3)  Moral Values: Should government laws, ordinances, regulations, etc. follow the moral principles of 

 the Ten Commandments? Why or why not? 

 Yes. Our country was established on Judeo Christian values which are reflected and forward in our  

 constitution. Laws, ordinances, and regulations which stand with the constitution hold in the moral  

 principles of the Ten Commandments. 

 

4)  Constitution as a Sheriff: What does the term "Constitutional Sheriff" mean to you and how is a  

 Tennessee county sheriff positioned? 

 As Sheriff you are sworn to uphold our laws and defend both the US and Tennessee constitution. It is 

 clear in the oath in which every sheriff is sworn by that I will be a sheriff who abides by the constitution. 

 My power and authority rest in the constitution. 

 

5) County Citizen: If an agency of the Federal Government violated the due process rights of a citizen in 

 Hamilton County, what would you do? 

 Follow the law. I would follow the US constitution and the Tennessee Constitution. I consider one of the 

 highest responsibilities as sheriff is to be ethical, moral, and legal. 

 

6)  Government Overreach: DHS just issued a document on February 7th 2022 "Summary of Terrorism 

 Threat to the U.S. Homeland". The number 1 threat example they give is. "... there is widespread 

 online proliferation of false or misleading narratives regarding unsubstantiated widespread election 

 fraud and COVID-19. Grievances associated with these themes inspired violent extremist attacks 

 during 2021."   

 Please explain why you agree or disagree with the statement made by DHS. 

 If the elected body of the state of Tennessee or the United States passes a law that holds up to the  

 constitution, I will obey the law. 

 

7)  Government Responsibilities: Explain how the Sheriff is an integral part of protecting the lives and 

 liberty of citizens of Hamilton County. 

 It is important to note that the sheriff is elected by the people and answers to the people. The Sheriff is 

 the highest elected Law Enforcement Officer. As sheriff, it is my job to be fair and balanced when dis

 charging duties and protecting the rights of the citizens of Hamilton County. 
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